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● Children fl ourish here

● Babies feel comfortable and safe

● Language is promoted exceptionally well

● Children are extremely well prepared for school

● Parents hold the nursery in the highest regard

Simply
outstanding 
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we are 
here

What Ofsted said in 2013

Call us on

01440 730520
email us on info@bloismeadowdaynursery.com
or visit us at www.bloismeadowdaynursery.com
Blois Meadow Day Nursery Ltd, Unit L, Blois Meadow Business Centre, Steeple Bumpstead, Haverhill  CB9 7BN

2012 2013
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The Editorial
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information given or the views expressed in Ambo. Nor is any culpability 
accepted in work undertaken by advertisers.
Published by Dave Smith Printed by FT Solutions
Radwinter, Essex CB10 2TX Mead Lane, Hertford, SG13 7GX
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Spring 1st February 2017 1st March 2017

Sue Collins - Editor
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Stephanie Hall, Sampfords
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Paul Davies, Hempstead
01799 599246
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The cover picture was chosen 
to represent the likely condi-
tions in early March and 

herald the return of warmer spring 
weather. Arguably we got more 
floods and warm weather than snow, 
but what can you do...

Please send us your photos of local 
scenes, people or events that you think 
would make a great Ambo cover.

Formats	for	Submissions	to	Ambo:

Advert: PDF (and source doc if edits required)

Article: any file type except PDF
 (minimal formatting, no embedded pics)

Photo: any image format e.g. jpg 
 in highest resolution possible
 (email via phone may degrade image) Melting

I am sure you have all been ap-
palled at the recent coverage 
on our screens of many refugee 

families fleeing to Europe from 
Syria. We have seen large numbers of 
people, including children, drown-
ing when small inflatable boats have 
capsized and they have perished.

They must be desperate to take the 
risk of leaving their own country, 
however bad conditions are. They 
are paying large sums of money to 
ruthless profiteers in order to board 
boats and put their families in dan-
ger from the perils of the sea.

I was talking to a transport 
manager for one of the larger motor 
companies recently and was told that 
they find refugees from the camps in 
Calais in their lorries all the time, in 
spite of having to run through tear 

gas on occasions. This cannot go on, 
our small island cannot cope with 
this influx and even Germany, which 
has opted to house thousands, is 
finding it difficult.

If we are not careful the very 
idea of Europe will be in danger. 
However compassionate we feel, it 
must be realised that it is integra-
tion which would make a difference 
to immigrants. We are lucky that 
these problems have not manifested 
themselves in our community.

On a happier note, I must thank 
the Sampfords Parish Council for 
their generous donation of £500 
to Ambo; we are most grateful and 
thank them for their confidence in 
us.

Sue Collins, Editor
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Pause for Thought

Are we there yet?... A famil-
iar refrain heard by many 
parents as their children try 

to cope with a long journey. Perhaps 
unsure where they are heading and 
impatient for the journey to end so 
they can move on to the next thing.

In all our different ways we are all 
on life’s journey, with many differ-
ent circumstances and influences, 
involving the physical, the emotional 
and the spiritual. But it is the spir-
itual journey that concerns us this 
month as we travel through Lent 
towards the climax of Easter.

John Pritchard, the Bishop of 
Oxford, writes about the decline 
of spirituality and religion. “More 
and more of us describe ourselves 
as ‘spiritual’ and fewer and fewer as 

‘religious’. Twice as many people be-
lieve in a spiritual force within them 
as believe in a personal God beyond 
them. And two-thirds of 18-24 
year olds have more belief in their 
horoscopes than in the Bible”. But, 
somehow the search is unfulfilled 
and the refrain is persistent – “are we 
there yet?”

Maybe, just maybe, that is because 
popular forms of spirituality tend 
to place the individual at the centre 
and ask what ‘God’ can do for us.  
Spirituality as ‘me’ looking for ways 
in which to be a more complete or 
fulfilled person is a fallacy. The more 
we seek it for ourselves the more it 
will elude us.

We believe that in the weeks of 
Lent there is an 
opportunity to 
turn all this on 
its head. If we 
really do want 
self-fulfilment 
and wholeness  – 
then we shouldn’t 
try to find it for 
ourselves. Rather, 
we should reflect 
on one per-
son, Jesus, who 
showed us the real 
way to live and 

to love. His focus was entirely away 
from himself. His love for others was 
complete.

Christian Aid run a good pro-
gramme during Lent called ‘Count 
your blessings’. Each day there is 
a thought about our own life and 
the lives of other people across the 
world, affected by climate change or 
hunger. Each day we are encouraged 
to look at our own life, but also to 
look outwards towards others, and 
to make a small donation if we can. 
Perhaps you might Google it now?

“Are we there yet?” If we focus on 
others, rather than ourselves, we will 
be well on our way.

Philip Tarris 
Priest in Charge

Plough Sunday in Thaxted

Name that Benefice!
We need a name for the new  

Benefice of Thaxted, The Sampfords, 
Radwinter and Hempstead

We’d like to invite you to take part in a competition  
to name the newly expanded Benefice.

Can you think of a suitable Benefice name and email it to the 
Ambo editor, Sue Collins susancollins@uwclub.net who will pass 

all your suggestions on to Philip

There will be a prize for the name chosen as the best!
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District Council Jottings
When I was a child I had 

a wonderful book on 
Greek mythology. Some-

times I feel the progress of the Local 
Plan is like the Labours of Hercules. 

The Local Plan

The results of the Call for Sites 
were published shortly before 
Christmas – these are the sites that 
have been put forward for develop-
ment by their owners. The results 
are available to view on Uttlesford’s 
website at http://www.uttlesford.gov.
uk/callforsites. There is also a very 
useful interactive map. 

A number of sites have been put 
forward by their owners in Great 
Sampford and Radwinter. It is 
important to emphasise that just 
because the owner believes a site is 
suitable for development does not 
mean that Uttlesford will share this 
view. However, we are now in for a 
period of considerable uncertainty 
while each of the sites put forward is 
assessed by the planners.

There will be a further consulta-
tion in November - December 2016 
on the Local Plan (this will include 
details of the sites that have been 
selected for development). The 
Local Plan will then be submitted 
in March 2017, with the public 
examination by the Inspector in 
August-September 2017. We are 
in for a long and fraught year, with 
lots of uncertainty. I will do my best 
to keep neighbours informed of 
progress.

Uttlesford’s Finances

As the Member responsible for 
Finance I have been kept busy in 
recent weeks preparing Uttlesford’s 
budget for the new financial year, 
starting on 1 April 2016. I have also 
been preparing something called the 
‘Medium Term Financial Strategy’, 
which tries to map how our finances 
will look over the next 5 years. The 
Chancellor’s Autumn Statement and 
subsequent announcements by the 

Government have made the task 
particularly challenging this year. 
There has been a general change in 
the way district councils are fi-
nanced – though for local residents 
the one constant remains Council 
Tax. In particular, the Government 
has announced a major reduction 
in our core source of finance from 
Central Government - the so-called 
‘New Homes Bonus’. Uttlesford has 
been identified as the Council in the 
whole of England that is likely to be 
the worst affected by this change.

The budget for new financial year 
(2016/17) looks to be fine, and the 
position in 2017/18 will be manage-
able. Put bluntly, thereafter, we face 
some real challenges and putting 
together a balanced budget is begin-
ning to feel like one of those party 
games that just gets more difficult 
each year. We are going to have to 
be smarter about how we deliver our 
services and more imaginative about 
how we can generate more income 
from the assets we own. However, 
I am determined to do everything I 
can to protect local services and to 
ensure that Uttlesford remains the 
lowest cost district council in Essex.

Fly tipping and litter

Like you, I am thoroughly de-
pressed by the amount of rubbish 
that litters the roads across the 
district. I drive a lot for work and, 
on balance, I think that Uttlesford 

is not as bad as many other areas. 
Nevertheless, it is real problem. 
Uttlesford currently spends about 
£300,000 a year on picking up other 
people’s litter (apparently, in the UK 
we spend £1 billion of taxpayers’ 
money every year clearing up litter). 
There seem to have been a growing 
number of instances of fly-tipping 
in the area in recent weeks – all 
of which I am pleased to say were 
promptly cleared by Uttlesford.

I know a number of organisa-
tions are planning litter pick days 
this Spring – including the WI in 
Radwinter, who are doing a wonder-
ful ‘Clean for the Queen’. I have 
joined the Litter Pick day in Samp-
ford for a number of years. I know 
this will sound an odd thing to say, 
but it is actually quite good fun (and 
you get a good feel of achievement 
afterwards). However, it is depress-
ing to see rubbish starting to appear 
again on the same stretch of road 
you cleared a few weeks (and some-
times days) earlier. Good luck to all 
those who are going out this Spring 
to keep our villages and the roads 
around clean and tidy.

Simon Howell

Team Spirit XXVI, the annual 
quiz to raise funds for Samp-
fords’ Village Hall, will be 

on Saturday 19th March, in the Hall 
at 8pm prompt. £10 per person, and 
there will be a hot supper, bar, and 
raffle. 

Teams of up to 6 are invited to 
register with 

Jane Lawrence  
01799 586286 

je.l@btinternet.co

Team Spirit 
XXVI
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Essex Boys and Girls to Nepal
We were selected to join a 

group of young people 
to travel to Nepal to trek 

and carry out voluntary work. Part 
of challenge was to raise £2,500 
each to cover the cost of the trip. 
We flew with other members of the 
Essex Boys & Girls Club to Nepal 
and trekked to the village of Barpak 
in the foothills of the Himalayas. 
We taught English and engaged in 
activities with the 
children in the 
local school where 
we taught them 
our passion for 
football.

It was a huge 
cultural shock 
when we landed 
in Kathmandu to 
see the devasta-
tion caused by the 
earthquake and the 
living conditions 
of Nepalese people 
in general. 

‘Trekking for me wasn’t as much of 
a challenge as I expected because I’m 
quite an outdoor person, but I felt for 
the other members of my group who 
were brought up in large towns or cities 
who haven’t experienced the outdoor 
life I have in the countryside’. (Ollie)

For us it was a big shock to see all 
of these surroundings of hills and 
mountains, and to climb up steep 
terrain with little breaks in-between. 
The trip has helped us to learn team 
work skills amongst total strangers 
and to increase our social skills. We 
hope we have made some life-long 
friends amongst the team and some 
Nepalese people who we met along 
the way, especially the team of guides 
and porters.

Barpak is only 3km from the 
epicentre of the recent earthquake 
and most of the citizens had noth-
ing left. Talking to these devastated 
people enlightened us and our fellow 
voyagers about how difficult it is to 

live in such poor conditions. Most, if 
not all, of the houses/buildings were 
demolished including the school. 
People are living in shacks made of 
corrugated iron and tar pooling on 
top of the rubble of their collapsed 
houses. There is only electricity for 
4 hours a day and it gets dark at 
6pm, reducing the working hours. 
When we were in Barpak they had 
great trouble getting the generator 

up and running which left them 
without electricity for the best part of 
a week. They wash their clothes and 
themselves in the streams which flow 
from the mountains, which we had 
to adopt when washing our clothes 
mid trek.

EB&GC Helps Build a School

The school in Barpak has been 
given some money which was raised 
(around £3,000 which is about 
500,000 Rupees) which is a huge 
amount of money in Nepal. When 
Mickey Gordon, our leader, handed 
over and announced the amount of 
money to the Head Teacher of the 
school there was visible shock on eve-
ryone’s faces which was very touch-
ing to witness. Essex Boys and Girls 
Clubs have helped build the school 
over many years but it was destroyed 
in the earthquake; this money will go 
a long way to help rebuild it and its 
facilities. 

The children of the village enjoyed 
our visit very much and were keen to 

talk to us, follow us, play with girls’ 
hair (especially blond!) and keen to 
learn more English and football! The 
visit to the village lifted their spirits 
as well as ours.

Football Shirts

We both thoroughly enjoyed 
playing football with locals teaching 
them new skills and football termi-
nology. Before we started, we also 

gave our teams 
some football 
shirts which they 
could use for the 
activity and keep 
afterwards. We 
also handed out 
clothes to the elder 
women in Barpak, 
who are the leaders 
of the women’s 
society in Barpak, 
which they believe 
to be the most 
important social 
group.

After leaving Barpak we were 
treated to white water rafting down 
the main river in Nepal which was 
very exhilarating and breath-taking. 
Our journey on the rafts was cut by 
half a day due to the bad weather 
conditions down river.

Throughout our whole trip we 
were well taken care of by the 
members of the Nepalese team that 
guided us through the foothills of 
the Himalayas. We hope that we 
have lifted the spirits of some of the 
Nepalese children to help them con-
tinue with their everyday lives and 
distract them from this tragic event.

‘I have found this whole experience 
to be indescribably life changing. The 
contrast between my teenage life and 
that of my peers in Nepal is stagger-
ing. I was impressed by their resilience, 
eagerness to learn and to engage with 
strangers’ (Ollie).

Continued on page 56

Ollie Smith and Alfie Cole and the EB&GC Team with the Nepalese Team 
Alfie is 5th from top right; Ollie is 7th from top right
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Graham Cook in his Canon’s robes last October at Chelmsford 
Cathedral - see Ambo Winter 2015 page 67

.

WEDNESDAYS AT 1.30PM

.

All profits in aid of the Glebe play area project  

HEMPSTEAD QUIZ 

Hempstead  
Village Hall 

Quizmaster:  Ross Midgley 
Tables of eight, £10 per person to include 

Dave Boreham’s famous sausage and mash supper 

BOOK NOW TO SECURE YOUR PLACE 

ross@campionsend.com or 01799 586720 

Saturday 23 April 2016   7.30pm 
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Radwinter Boxing Day Walk

The calendar said 26th De-
cember, the thermometer 
said “early May” and the 

mud said “Brrrpssgoossh” so a wide 
range of outdoor wear was modelled 
by a huge turnout for the Boxing 
Day walk, determined to prove that 
there’s no such thing as bad weather, 
merely inappropriate clothing.

Thank you to David Emberson for 
the photo, to Suzanne and Robert 
for the welcome refreshments at the 
finish and to all three for once again 
organising this event.

High Speed Broadband News

 
 is up to you! 

Bringing superfast broadband to our 
village depends on YOUR cooperation. 
 

We are planning a community led project that 
needs your support. 

fast village 

Organised by: 

Radwinter Parish Council 

 

In association with County Broadband 

 

broadband 
 

So join us to discuss how we can improve 
broadband in our village 

7th March 2016 
at The Village Hall 
Radwinter 
at 7.30pm 

Hempstead fast broadband 
needs cash... fast

A small group of internet users in 
Hempstead has pledged £9,000 (as 
of late January) to kick-start the pro-
vision of high speed wireless broad-
band in the village. Unfortunately it’s 
not enough!

County Broadband, who operate 
wireless broadband networks prima-
rily in Essex and Suffolk, have antici-
pated they could make a near-imme-
diate start on installing the necessary 
equipment if the village can come up 
with an advance of £14,650.

The funding would take the form 
of a loan to be repaid according to 
the number of subscribers joining 
the service (estimated time to repay, 
4-5 years). Without it they say they 
won’t be able to start for another 
year.

James Nicholson, who is co-
ordinating the project with County 
Broadband, says: “If you are keen to 
see high speed broadband coming 
to Hempstead soon and feel able to 
contribute to the loan for the start-
up costs, then please let me know as 
soon as possible, with an indication 
of the amount that you would be 
able to commit. If we end up with 
more than we need, we can of course 

scale down each individual’s contri-
bution.”

James can be reached on prentices-
farm@tiscali.co.uk

Meanwhile, in Radwinter

As Hempstead pushes forward 
with a wireless enabled village-wide 
solution to bring fast Broadband to 
the village, Radwinter is consider-
ing the same route. 
County Broadband 
gave a short presenta-
tion to Radwinter Par-
ish Council on 21st  
December, and it has 
just been announced 
that there will be a 
public presentation on 
the 7th March at 7.30 
in the village hall.

Cllr Peter Fitch is 
also in touch with Su-
perfast Essex, request-
ing and should be 
listed as our “Broad-
band Champion”.

According to a reli-
able source (the digger 
operator), the current 
trenching work on 
the South side of the 
B1054 near Bridge-
foot (mid January) 

isn’t associated with the new housing 
development but is “to put in new 
fibre optic cables for faster broad-
band.” 

Breaking News in Sampfords

Just in: Sampfords Parish Council 
has also organised a public meeting 
on superfast Broadband on Thursday 
14th April 2016 - see page 51.
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www.hempstead-essex.org.uk Hempstead
Paul Davies
01799 599246
paul@rbc-pr.com

Hempstead 
Parish Council
Queen’s 90th Birthday

The Parish Council has agreed to 
sponsor celebrations for the Queen’s 

birthday this year. A small sub-
committee will be formed to plan 
events for the weekend of 11/12th 

June, with the main event being held 
on Saturday 11th June. Any monies 
raised will be donated to the pro-

posed play area on the Glebe.

Village Pond

The Parish Council has accepted 
a quotation to refurbish the pond 
at the bottom of Church Hill. The 
pond will be drained and re-puddled 
where necessary. All vegetation 
around the pond will be cleared and 
the area returned to grass to allow 
for easier maintenance.

We are hoping to complete the 
work by Spring. It will be financed 
from Parish Council funds and the 
New Homes Bonus from the UDC, 
granted by our District Councillor, 
Simon Howell.

Housing

We still await the full implica-
tions of the changes to the Local 
Plan. 580 houses are expected to be 
built next year and the effect would 
be felt throughout the District. We 
are not aware of any proposals for 
Hempstead although some villages 
with more facilities than us would be 
expected to take their share. 

Schooling

In view of the above, our County 
Councillor, Simon Walsh has told us 
that he has been assured that there is 
sufficient secondary school capacity 
in the Saffron Walden/Newport area 
to meet current needs. He is also 
seeking clarification on timescales 
for secondary school expansion to 
cater for future increases in demand.

Christmas Illuminations

Hempstead had an illuminated 
Christmas tree in the village for the 
first time, on the Green by the bus 
stop. Villagers brought decorations 

on a silver theme to adorn the tree 
for the ceremonial switch-on, which 
took place on December 6.

Footway

Unfortunately Highways have 
run out of money to complete the 
project this financial year. The initial 
budget has been exhausted because 
of cost over-runs due to additional 
works and the return visits they had 
to make after they were unable to 
finish the project last year.

They now have to make a fresh 
application to the Highways Panel 
to obtain the additional £75,000 
needed to finish the job. The good 
news is that they expect to gain the 
support of the Panel and the funds 
required. However planning for 
the contract cannot begin until the 
funds are available.

A complication is that work to re-
pair the bridge at Finchingfield will 
start in the summer. Hempstead is 
on the main diversion route and the 
two projects cannot overlap.

www.radwinter.org
Radwinter
Stephanie Emberson
01799 599507
stephanie.e.scott@hotmail.co.uk

Radwinter 
Parish Council
Superfast Broadband

As is the case across the UK, 
broadband is a hot topic and a 
number of parishioners have ap-
proached the Council with concerns 
and questions over the prospects of 
super-fast broadband in our area. 
Taking up these concerns the Coun-
cil sent two representatives to the 
Superfast Essex presentation to Par-
ish Councils in December last year. 
Here it was reported that the gov-
ernment backed project was ahead 
of schedule and would reach at least 

94% of households by the end of 
2017 (see www.superfastessex.org/
maps and Parish website). We, of 
course, are interested in the missing 
6% since not all of Radwinter Parish 
falls within these plans. To this end 
we have invited County Broadband, 
who offer an alternative solution, 
to give a presentation in the Village 
Hall on Monday March 7th. We urge 
everyone who is interested to attend.

Gillon Way

Work on the new development 
off East View Close has now started 

in earnest; the proposed name of 
this new road is Gillon Way, named 
after the former head teacher of the 
primary school, Jack Gillon. The 
Council has now received the Sec-
tion 106 payment from the Land-
owners which goes to the Recreation 
Ground towards building the Multi-
Use Games Area (MUGA) and 
other facilities. The next decision for 
the parish is how to use the strip of 
land donated to us between the new 
houses and the stream. The Council 
welcomes suggestions.
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Sampfords’ 
Parish Council

www.sampfords.org.uk
The Sampfords
Stephanie Hall
01799 586535
mail@stephaniehall.eclipse.co.uk

Neighbourhood Plan

On the subject of development 
within the parish, the Council has 
resolved to work on a Neighbour-
hood Plan. This legislation gives the 
Parish some say over details of the 
District Council’s Local Plan when 
applied to our area. It has been 10 
years since the last parish survey and 
3 years since the 5 year plan based 
on that survey expired. A commit-

tee will be formed to work on a new 
survey and plan, help will also be 
provided by the District Council 
planning office free of charge. Any-
one interested in taking a role in this 
should contact the Parish Clerk.

Annual Parish Meeting

Finally, the date of the Annual 
Parish Meeting is set for Monday 
May 9th in the village hall. This is the 
forum where you can have your say 

about any and all parish issues that 
concern or interest you. It is also an 
excellent opportunity to meet the 
Councillors and fellow parishioners. 
In addition all locally run organisa-
tions and clubs have been invited 
to give a small display about their 
activities before the start of the 
meeting and refreshments will be 
served at the end of the evening. The 
Council looks forward to seeing you 
there.

Little Sampford is the scene 
of a mystery crime; it was 
reported at the Sampfords’ 

Parish Council meeting on Janu-
ary 21st. Two post boxes, one at 
the bridge and the other near Tewes 
Farmhouse, were removed, apparent-
ly on New Year’s Eve, together with 
the support posts. It is unknown by 
whom, or why. It is unlikely that it 
was for the contents, but perhaps 
for a collection, or even just as a 
prank. Whatever the reason, it is 
an inconvenience for local residents 
and an unforeseen expense for the 
authorities, who have indicated that 
the boxes will be replaced in the near 
future. No doubt the police would 
be glad of any information from 
possible witnesses.

A well-attended and very useful 
defibrillator training session was held 
recently by a tutor from the Heart-
beat Trust, who described all that 
was needed to be known about the 
appliance, including how to oper-
ate it in case of emergency. The Gt. 
Sampford defibrillator is installed on 
the front wall of the school, and the 
other should be in place by March 
in the toilet area of Lt. Sampford 
Church. However, precious minutes 
can be lost while retrieving the defi-
brillator and it loses its efficiency if it 
isn’t backed up by CPR, and so there 
is the possibility of a CPR workshop 
being arranged before long. Obvi-

ously the more people confident 
about administering such vital first 
aid measures the better.

There was a continued discussion 
of faster broadband within the par-
ish. A neighbouring village is supply-
ing an alternative method of funding 
the connection, and Sampford coun-
cillors have been invited to observe 
for themselves the improvement in 
the service. It is hoped that a spokes-
man from County Broadband will 
address the Annual Parish Meeting 
on 14th April, which is open to all.

There were no members of the 
public present to pose questions, 
and because they have many meet-
ings to juggle the county and district 
councillors were unable to attend. 
They had sent reports, however. In 
Essex efforts are still being made to 
effect further savings, and it is feared 
that the council tax contribution will 
be raised. Social care costs are also 
under scrutiny. Uttlesford District 
Council has published a list and 
maps of sites offered for housing, 
two of them in Gt. Sampford. Fur-
ther consultation is planned before a 
decision will be made next year. The 
parish council remains steadfast in 
its response, but uncertainty prevails. 
On the financial front, apparently 
Uttlesford will be very badly affected 
by government changes to the way 
district councils are funded. Looking 

at it optimistically this year and next 
should be manageable, but chal-
lenges beckon.

Litter and especially fly-tipping 
(including two instances in Lt. 
Sampford) are of great concern to 
the district council, who respond 
promptly. Please note that this year’s 
blitz on litter in the parish will be on 
Saturday 19th March. Meet at 10am 
at The Red Lion and at 12 noon for 
well-deserved refreshment.

Other matters discussed:

a) Fallen redundant house-sale 
boards would be returned to the 
relevant company by a councillor.

b) Some footpaths are due to be 
improved by the installation of kiss-
ing gates instead of stiles. It is hoped 
that a hedge encroaching on an 
already narrow path will be cut back.

c) Potholes in Stambourne Road 
were repaired in November (though 
damage is now re-appearing), 
and those in Maynards Lane were 
completed in January. There are 
still parts of the lane which would 
benefit from attention. 

d) The Footpaths Booklet is still 
delayed, and alternative printing ar-
rangements are being considered

e) Work on the proposed car park 
at Gt. Sampford Church was due 
to start shortly. This area will be of 

continued on page 61
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Housing Market Report
David Emberson from the 

Saffron Walden office of 
Mullucks Wells takes our 

annual look at the property market.

After many years of exceptionally 
low interest rates it is not surprising 
that the property market has been 
buoyant, but the demand for prop-
erty in Saffron Walden in the last 
year has been unprecedented. We 
regularly saw competitive bidding on 
properties with many achieving over 
asking price offers. For one property 
in Saxon Way, we arrange 16 view-
ings over the space of just one week 
at the end of 2015 with multiple 
offers submitted and a sale secured 
at significantly higher than the guide 
price.

In fact, in just one week this Janu-
ary, over 18,000 searches were per-
formed on Rightmove for property 
in Saffron Walden in the £400,000 
to £700,000 price bracket; the fam-
ily house market. Proximity to good 
schools is the main driving force for 
this demand but it is not difficult to 
see why people would want to live 
in, or close to, this charming town.

The first time buyer market in 
the town is also thriving but these 
buyers face stiff competition from 
buy to let landlords attracted by the 
strong demand for rental prop-
erty from young professionals. In 
a previous issue of The Ambo we 
mentioned the ongoing influx of 
Astra Zeneca staff relocating from 
the north and this is continuing to 
drive demand for both rental and 
sales properties.

The fierce competition for proper-
ties to both buy and rent in the town 
will continue to filter demand out 
into the villages throughout 2016 
and, at the time of writing just two 
weeks into the new year, we have 
already placed five village proper-
ties under offer and have significant 
interest in many more.

Whilst it is always advisable to 
prepare your house for sale by 
updating the interior and tidying up 
the outside areas, we are finding that 
a ‘tired’ house is also no hindrance to 
selling. If buyers find themselves un-
able to secure the type of house they 
want in their preferred location, they 
are often prepared to compromise 
on style and do the work themselves.

In the last year our sales team here 
in Saffron Walden has grown to re-
flect the strength of the market with 
the recruitment of Christina Tapper, 
a licensed conveyancer and dedicat-
ed sales progressor, and Nick Bush, a 
highly experienced estate agent who 
has spent his career working in Hert-
fordshire, Essex and Cambridgeshire 
including 17 years working with the 
local Saffron Walden market. Both 
Christina and Nick have a strong 
focus on customer care and are in-
valuable members of our team.

If you would like a valuation and 
some honest advice, whatever your 
plans, please don’t hesitate to call me 
or one of my colleagues on 01799 
520520. We are here to help.

David Emberson

Clean for the Queen
Clean for The Queen is a 

campaign to clear up Britain 
in time for The Queen’s 

(official) 90th birthday in June. The 
idea is to tidy up the country as a 
birthday present. Radwinter WI 
will be organising litter picks on the 
Clean for The Queen weekend:

• Fri 4th March - Litter picks 
morning and afternoon for those 
who can attend. Meeting point 
Recreation Ground, at 10.30pm 
and again at 2pm.

• Sat 5th March - Litter pick 
starting at 10.30am. Meet-
ing point Recreation Ground. 
Informal soup and snack lunch 
for the litter picking team to 
be served by WI in village hall 

from 12 noon (contributions for 
buffet welcome.) Anyone who 
wants to continue picking in the 
afternoon will be welcome.

• Sun 6th March (Mothers’ Day) 
- no organised pick, although 
independent action encouraged.

Litter pickers, bags and fluorescent 

tabards will be available to use/bor-
row throughout the weekend if you 
do not have your own. Thank you 
to our District Councillor, Simon 
Howell, who has provided com-
munity funding for the purchase 
of the “pickers”. The full litter bags 
will be collected from the Recreation 
Ground by UDC on 7th March.

Photos of unexpected, unusual or 
interesting items are welcome and 
will be displayed at the Saturday 
“Litterpickers’ Lunch”.

Republicans equally welcome, the 
aim being a cleaner countryside.

Judith Thompson 
President, Radwinter WI 

www.cleanforthequeen.co.uk

Muriel finds an unusually large item of 
litter against her garden wall
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Sir Alan Haselhurst MP  
Surgery Dates

No appointment necessary, contact the Constituency Office  
for further details – 01799 506349

4th March The Guildhall, Thaxted 17:45 - 18:30
4th March The Old Armoury, Saffron Walden 19:00 - 19:45
8th April Foakes House, Dunmow 18:30 - 19:15
6th May The Old Armoury, Saffron Walden 19:00 - 19:45
3rd June Foakes House, Dunmow 18:30 - 19:15

Saffron Walden Car Meet 
Every 3rd Tuesday each month 7 – 10pm 

at the Fighting Cocks Pub 
Wendens Ambo CB11 4JN 

Hot Rods, Classics, Custom &  
American Cars – all welcome 

Ring for more info 
Jason: 07761 133803 

‘ICE’ in your Mobile?
Did you know about the 
“ICE” scheme on your 
mobile phone contact list? 
This is a “name” in your 
contact list (sometimes the 
phone company puts ICE 
in there for you) to indicate 
who to contact “In Case 
of Emergency”. This could be helpful 
for you if you have a seizure and are 

not able to communicate 
clearly.
If you don’t already have 
an ICE entry on your 
contacts list, just  enter the 
three letters ICE in front 
of the name of the person 
you would like to be 

contacted if something happens to you.
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The 100 Parishes Society

On a calm, moonlit evening 
the restored 15th century 
Finchingfield Guildhall 

was the venue for members of the 
Hundred Parishes Society who had 
gathered for a social evening in this 
lovely timber-framed building.  They 
appreciated an illustrated talk by Ken 
McDonald whose photographs of 
the agricultural landscapes, pictur-
esque villages, fine churches and 
other listed buildings helped to ex-
plain the essential features that make 
this area so special.

The presentation was followed by 
the Society’s Annual General Meet-
ing, conducted by chairman Douglas 
Kent. He reported an expanding 
membership, completion of the 
comprehensive introductions to each 
parish on our website www.hun-
dredparishes.org.uk and a regularly-

updated What’s On page of informa-
tion about local events. The Trustees’ 
report and accounts were approved 
and all six trustees were re-elected. 

After the formal part of the meet-
ing and refreshments, members 
enjoyed a guided tour of Finching-
field Guildhall whose recent restora-
tion programme had been funded by 
significant grants from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund and English Heritage 
as well as generous support from a 
number of other organisations.  

Our guide, Des Fahy, explained 

that the restoration had revealed 
fascinating details of the building’s 
construction, as well as the range of 
skills of the original carpenters, tilers, 
plasterers and others who had toiled 
to create such a long-standing build-
ing from what is believed to have 
been a limited budget. Their modern 
counterparts have sympathetically 
rejuvenated it so that today it is fully 
accessible and all can use and appre-
ciate this Grade I-listed building.  

Finchingfield’s library is on the 
ground floor as is a small museum 
where modern technology enhances 
the presentation of Finchingfield’s 
history. The lofty and spacious upper 
floor provides a venue for a popular 
programme of varied events. For 
details of future events see www.
finchingfieldguildhall.org.uk

Tricia Moxey, Trustee

The Letitia Chronicles - Aga Art

Letitia was in tears. As I went 
round to the back of her 
house I found her stamping 

her little foot (she wears size 4 shoes) 
in annoyance. She was holding a 
super-crackle glazed oval china dish 
in her hands. In the dish was a large 
quantity of pure black charcoal.

With a practised eye I glanced 
over her shoulder at the construction 
in the corner of her terrace: an old 
clothes horse was practically hidden 
under a tangle of winter jasmine. 
Poking out at irregular intervals were 
rusty kitchen utensils, broken col-
oured jugs and mugs, damaged plates 
and bent knives, forks and spoons. 
These curios forming the objets d’art 
of her Aga art gallery were a memory 
bank of meals prepared and eaten at 
her family’s kitchen table.

Pointing to the elegant oval she 
was holding I asked sympathetically, 
“What was it, and what happened?” 
Through gritted teeth she told me: 
“I was saving fuel and effort. Half a 
pound of minced meat is too much 

for mother and me, so I made two 
cottage pies. One in this oval dish 
and one in a square dish. I took the 
square one out of the oven first, so 
that it could cool and be put in the 
freezer for later. Just then Zio Gino 
rang. (You know, mother’s young-
est brother who sailed too close to 
the wind when working at Morgan 
Stanley’s, and went to live in the 
mountains of Calabria.) 

He wanted to know if we’d sold 

that portrait of Great Grandfather 
Alfonso. It took me ten minutes to 
explain why Sworders had not found 
room for it in their recent sale. Then 
mother came downstairs for supper 
and I put the square pie on the table. 
We each had a generous helping, 
followed by a green salad liberally 
dressed with the flat-leaved parsley 
which is growing so well in the gar-
den this year. It was a tasty meal.”

“That was last Thursday. This 
morning, when I got back from the 
Tuesday market in Saffron Walden 
I went to put some of Humphrey’s 
chipolatas in the Aga for lunch. That 
was when I found the oval dish.”

I said nothing as she extracted an 
old kitchen knife from the knot of 
jasmine and scraped the charcoal 
into the compost bucket. The oval 
dish was then reluctantly slid into its 
last resting place at an jaunty angle 
to join the other once-loved, now 
mourned, batterie de cuisine.

Suzanne Walker

The oval dish, if not the Aga Art it once 
contained, lives on... in Suzanne’s living 

sculpture installation
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PHYSIOTHERAPY Clinic

Haverhill

Haverhill Physiotherapy Clinic, Anne Of Cleves House, Hamlet Road, Haverhill, Suffolk, CB9 8EE  
HAVERHILL 01440 705656 www.haverhillphysiotherapyclinic.co.uk
Also at...

Halstead Physiotherapy Clinic, Bank Building, 2 Market Hill, Halstead, Essex, CO9 2AR  
HALSTEAD 01787 478789 www.halsteadphysiotherapyclinic.co.uk
Braintree & Bocking Physiotherapy Clinic, 17 Coggeshall Road, Braintree, Essex CM7 9DB
BRAINTREE 01376 334040 www.braintreephysiotherapyclinic.co.uk

• Sports Injuries - Muscle and Ligament sprains and
strains

• Back Pain - Sciatica, trapped nerves, disc prolapse 
• Neck Pain - Direct Injury (Whiplash), Postural Strain
• Peripheral complaints, e.g. upper and lower limb

problems
• Arthritis/ rheumatic conditions
• Repetitive strain injuries/Sports Injuries
• Assessment of undiagnosed aches and pains
• Post Operative Rehabilitation

• Pilates Classes
(small classes - Halstead & Haverhill)

Registered with all major insurance companies. Self financing Patients welcome.
Registered with the Health Professions Council

Member of the Organisation of Chartered Physiotherapists in Private Practice

Immediate Expert Assessment and Treatment of all 
aches and Pains by Chartered Physiotherapists
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I was nearly five years old when I 
started school, along with five oth-
er new pupils from the village. We 

sat at small tables and learnt to read 
(although I could already read, having 
been taught at home) and chanted our 
‘tables’. We were taught to write, using 
blackboards and chalk. I remember be-
ing given old catalogues and a pair of 
scissors, to cut out the pictures.

I was fascinated by the teacher’s 
striped summer dress and remember 
counting the different colours!

We were allowed out from lessons 
on the morning of The Hunt which 
met in the village centre, outside the 
Red Lion. It was very exciting being 
surrounded by the hounds milling 
round and accepting pats and strokes 
quite happily. The huntsmen in their 
habits of red jackets, white trousers 
and black hats sitting astride their 
beautiful horses, which seemed so big 
to us, waiting for the ‘off’. Then the 
horn was blown and off they trotted 
along the road leaving us rather sad as 
we headed back to lessons.

When the school day was over, we 
were soon out playing the seasonal 
games in the roads: spinning tops, 
and the boys’ trundling hoops came 
first in the year. The tops were bought 
from Mr Piper’s hardware shop and 
whipped by some home-made whips, 
consisting of a straight, firm stick with 
a length of string attached. The string 
was wound round the top and pulled 
to start the spin, then used to whip the 
top to keep it going as long as possible. 

Most of us had a ‘curricle’, as it was 
called, which consisted of a board on 
four wheels; dragged and steered by a 
rope handle, pulled by one child, with 
one or two others sitting on the board. 
Great fun! Especially when left free for 
a downhill run.

In the cold winter days, with ice and 
snow on the ground, we would be off 
to slide on the ponds as soon as they 
were frozen hard enough to bear us, 
and would take sledges to toboggan 
down the hills in the meadows

In the summer time, we spent hours 

in the meadows playing, chasing, 
jumping rivers and climbing trees. 
Away for hours, till time for dinner.

We ran free; no health and safety 
rules, and sometimes accidents hap-
pened, like falling out of trees or 
falling in the streams, causing many 
cuts and bruises, all soon remedied by 
family or friends. Cricket and football 
were enjoyed too, with boys and girls 
mixing together in all activities.

At harvest time, we looked forward 
to cart or wagon rides. The carts were 
filled with sheaves of corn and taken 
to the stack being built in the field, 
then driven off to collect the next 
batch. That was our chance, and into 
the empty cart we would clamber and 
off on a bumpy ride to where the men 
were waiting to fill the cart again.

Before the Second World War, sol-
diers were on manoeuvers in the area 
and I remember one evening when 
they gathered outside the school for a 
refreshment break. I was given permis-
sion to join them and talk to them, 
and even shared a drink of tea from 
one soldier’s enamel mug!

My sister and I were mostly together 
with four girlfriends after school and 
in the holidays we played with our 
dolls on their lawns.

Sometimes we played with our 
cousin Alan, at Parish Hall Cottage, 

sharing his Dinky motor cars and other 
toys. They had a wind-up gramophone 
and we loved listening to records of 
Gracie Fields or Frank Crumit.

We visited Mrs Piper, who was bed 
ridden with arthritis. Mum took us 
with her and we usually sang ‘Ten 
Green Bottles’ for her. We admired the 
latest clay-pipe dolls which she dressed 
with pretty clothes, using her poor, 
misshapen fingers to stitch the fiddly 
dresses.

Our cottage was quite small and 
like most others the general work was 
carried out in the main living room. It 
had an open range fire for warmth and 
cooking and a kettle always heating on 
the top. A large deal table occupied the 
middle of the room and was used for 
cooking, ironing, sewing and as well as 
many other household jobs.

Here, we sat with Mum on her 
leather, button-back arm chair, listen-
ing to her reading us stories. Dad 
would always read us the ‘Rupert Bear’ 
strip from the paper every bed-time 
and then off up the stairs, with candles 
or a small oil lamp for light on the 
dark nights.

Laundry was done in the scullery 
in the lean-to. Water was boiled in a 
galvanised copper, which stood on a 
brick platform heated underneath by 
the primus stove. 

On winter evenings we played 
games like Ludo, Bagatelle, darts and 
dominoes etc. At Christmas time we 
made paper chain decorations, drew 
and painted our own Christmas cards.

Then came a change – mother 
became ill and after several stays in 
hospital she sadly died in March 1940. 
The war had already brought change 
to the village and for us, nothing was 
ever the same again…

Well looked after by others and 
spending our evenings with Dad in the 
cottage, three years passed and what 
joy it was when Joan left school, and 
we lived as a family once again, with 
Joan becoming housewife and mother 
at the age of fourteen!

Barbara Mizen

A Village Childhood - Part 2

Joan and Barbara and their parents c1936
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Saffron Walden Mobile Library 

Radwinter 
Opposite Primary School 

2:40 – 3:30pm 

Great Sampford 
Opposite The Red Lion 

1:40 – 2:20pm 

Hempstead 
Opposite The Bluebell 

09:30 – 10:00pm 

March 
4th & 18th 

The library now visits all our villages every other Friday on these dates in 2016: 
* Dates in these months assumed to be correct if current timetable pattern continues past March 2016 

April * 
1st, 15th & 29th  

May * 
13th & 27th 

June * 
10th & 24th  

Radwinter Post Office 
Monday  Closed 

Tuesday  1:00pm – 4:00pm 

Wednesday Closed 

Thursday 10:00am – 1:00pm 

Friday  Closed 

Notes from the Registers

From Landline: 0800 31 63 105

From Mobile: 0333 32 32 105

Web: ukpowernetworks.co.uk/powercut

Text: POWER and your postcode to 80876

In the event of a power cut contact 
UK Power Networks who own and 
maintain our electrical power network.  
It’s worth keeping their contact details 
somewhere safe.

Power Cut?

Funerals

The funeral of William (Bill) Mortimer, who died on 31 October, aged 85, took place on 8 December at St. Mary’s, 
Radwinter

Marion Gillon, aged 99, died on 5 December 2015.   Her funeral was held at St. Mary’s, Radwinter on 16 December 
2015

Betty Ethel Keen of Little Sampford died on 12 December 2015

Maureen Ramsay died on 3 January. Her funeral service and cremation were held at Three Counties Crematorium on 
18 January.

Grant Walshe, aged 83, died on 29 December 2015. His funeral was held on 22 January 2016 at St. Michael the 
Archangel, Great Sampford.

Burial of Ashes

Derek Reed, aged 98, died on 12 November.   The burial of his ashes took place at St. Mary’s, Little Sampford on 9 
December.

Radwinter Post Office

Mobile Library Times
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Leaf Letters
Standing in the back garden 

tonight it is already long since 
dark, and the patio and beds 

are illuminated by a single outside 
light. In the all too brief dry cold 
days I did as much of the winter 
pruning as I could, hard pruning the 
rose into a perma-
nent frame work 
and further defining 
the characters of all 
the deciduous trees 
captured in their pots. 
Now, still damp from 
today’s rain, I am able 
to see the shape of 
the beds beginning to 
take form. 

Much of them are 
newly planted, not 
even a year yet, but I 
smile to see the Gar-
ryra eliptica has now 
reached the height of 
the fence and maybe 
next year we will see 
its first catkins. In my 
mind I am already 
rearranging pots, 
visualising next year’s 
growth and consider-
ing the next layer of 
planting. Standing in 
a cool breeze in the 
dark a sudden image 
of it on a sunny May 
day springs to me and 
I can feel its warmth. 
I am delighted at 
the old Butler sink 
Alice’s grandparents bought her, and 
I consider where it will sit within 
the garden, and what plants should 
frame it. Now she can have her own 
personal space to plant and grow 
and discover the joy of it all.

In the shed a hare waits, slowly 
emerging from a block of ash on 
those rainy days when it is too wet 
to step onto the garden. When 
finished he will sit on the ash stump 
in the main centre bed to mark Wil-
liam Harrison’s place in the house’s 

history, and I look forward to plac-
ing him so he can gaze towards the 
church and welcome all who visit. 
(William Harrison; rebus ‘Hare in 
Sun’ Rector of Radwinter between 
1558 and 1593.)

No doubt like many gardeners I 
struggle to find time for our own 
garden, often spending just one 
day a week working in it while the 
majority of my time is dedicated 
to working in other people’s. It is 
a privilege to do so, and the op-
portunity to share in their gardens 
is an invaluable one. By doing so I 
tap into a vast resource of years of 
experience, and I have come to real-
ize that all of my gardens feed each 
other. There is a growing relation-

ship between them, and though all 
have their individual charms and 
personalities I feel less and less divi-
sion between them. Certainly with-
out them our own garden would be 
much impoverished and so I have 
a feeling of gratitude to all of my 

clients.

Despite the lack of 
time and often a feel-
ing of urgency to get 
important jobs done 
within their correct 
time frame I have 
discovered that there 
is a gentleness to gar-
dening. It cannot be 
forced or rushed, and 
the development of a 
garden is seen in years 
and decades. Recently 
I spoke to someone 
who had visited one 
of my client’s gardens 
in the summer. She 
said ‘it looked cared 
for’, a simple com-
ment that beautifully 
captured all I could 
ever hope for.

We have been here 
three years now, such 
a tiny fragment of a 
garden’s life, and that 
one day a week I have 
in it is precious. In 
that time I have done 
a lot that I wanted to 
and it has given me 

(and continues to give 
me) great pleasure. 

Naturally there is so much more 
I would like to do and there are no 
real shortcuts in gardening. Yet at 
every opportunity I am watching its 
progress and fine tuning its future, 
and even tonight, in the dark as the 
rain begins to fall again it is hard to 
tear myself away and come inside.

Leaf Vigurs

Alice with carved hare
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Radwinter WI Activities
At this time of year the annual 

WI subscription (£37.50) is 
due, and in common with 

many WIs, Radwinter WI now has 
a waiting list... If you were thinking 
of joining, or were even just curious 
about what we get up to, please be 
reassured – your name is already on 
our list. If you are still reading this, 
we are waiting for you to join us!

What our members are going to 
do in the next 3 months:

• Organise a Jumble Sale (for WI 
funds) on Sat 13th Feb, 2pm, 
Village Hall.

• Organise a Radwinter “Clean for 
the Queen” litter pick, on the 
weekend of 4 – 6 March 

• Complete our photo scrapbook 
showing life in Radwinter in 
2015

• Try as many new things as pos-
sible, aiming for 90 new things 
for 90 years of our WI 

• One member will attend a 
Flower Walks weekend at Den-
man, www.denman.org.uk 

• Enjoy activities with other WIs, 
e.g. Pole Fitness (www.poletrain.
co.uk ) in Thaxted, Spring Lunch 
with guest Cllr Heather Asker, 
Mayor of Saffron Walden, in Lit-
tle Walden

• Make green hearts to wear/
display on Valentines Day to 
highlight climate change

• Start collecting all things Spanish 
for our Sangria and Tapas outing 
in July

• Attend Essex WI’s Annual Meet-
ing (Guest speaker: Ruth Good-
man, of “Victorian Farm”)

• Participate in our annual grow-

ing competition 
(Pumpkins? 
Geraniums? To be 
decided…)

Next meetings

include the fol-
lowing talks and / 
or demonstrations:

24 Feb – The 
work of the 
Citizen’s Advice 
Bureau – Kate 
Robson

30 March – It’s 
spring! Give your kitchen a treat! – 
Zoe Kaka

27 April – “A debt of honour – 
the Gurkha Welfare Trust” – Major 
Michael Thorp

New Year, New You? 

Why not join the largest voluntary 
women’s organisation in the UK? 

The WI plays a unique role in pro-
viding women with educational op-
portunities and the chance to build 
new skills, to take part in a wide 
variety of activities and to campaign 
on issues that matter to them and 
their communities.

Judith Thompson, President 
599563, kentho@btinternet.com 

www.twitter.com/radwinterwi 
www.thewi.org.uk

Bagging of clothes donated for the Calais 
refugee charity Side by Side

Microwave meals, as demonstrated by our 
November speaker, Frances Harper Our WI with Joanna Eden and the Mayor of Saffron Walden, Cllr Heather Asker

The Committee Dinner (Christina models 
Muriel’s fireplace, Egyptian-style)

Joanna Eden on 
stage at Jazz at the 

Movies, our  
Christmas outing
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Danaher Animal Home

If you love animals and have a 
few hours to spend helping them 
why not contact The RSPCA 

Danaher Animal Home. They need 
volunteers to work with dogs, cats 
or the small animals. Full training is 
provided.

Danaher, whilst affiliated to the 
RSPCA, is an independent charity 
that has to raise all its own funds. 
Whilst they employ staff, there are 
never enough to give the dogs the 
exercise or the cats and small animals 
the attention they need. 

Volunteers there play a key role 
in reducing the animals’ stress and 
making them rehomable.

The Home takes in animals that 
are unwanted or where personal cir-
cumstances mean they can no longer 
be looked after. These normally 
come via local RSPCA branches. In 
addition it takes in animals, from 
RSPCA Inspectors, that have been 
rescued and are subject to a cruelty 
case and that, due to a pending 
court hearing, cannot be rehomed 
for several months or longer.

For further details either look on 
their web site: www.rspcaessex.org.
uk , ring 0300 111  4321 or just 
visit them at Thorley Farm, Wethers-
field, CM7 4EQ (signposted on the 
Sible Hedingham to Wethersfield 
Road).

The animals pictured are a small 
selection of animals in Danaher, 
looking for their new ‘forever 
homes’.

Marilyn Edwards

Boris

LemonFy and FoGerbilsDollyHolly

MaxTwinkleLionelSamson
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Radwinter C of E Primary School
Although by the time you read 

this, we’ll already be into the 
third month of the new year 

but at the time of writing, 2016 has 
just dawned. A new year prompts 
us to new beginnings and making 
resolutions for the time ahead. I 
for one am embracing 2016 with 
enthusiasm, determination and a 
huge amount of optimism (although 
some may comment that is my usual 
self?!).

Prior to the Christmas break 
though, there was a strong element 
of sadness not only in the world 
generally but also in people close to 
us, which unfortunately I know is 
all part of life’s rich tapestry. If one 
positive can come out of sadness and 
distress is the importance of being 
together and bringing close those we 
cherish and love and perhaps even 
more importantly….telling them 
how much they mean to us!

Fairness, Kindness , Respect , 
Service, Forgiveness

We have five values at Radwinter 
Primary which we endeavour to 
model everyday: Fairness, Kind-
ness , Respect , Service, Forgiveness.  
Throughout this edition of Ambo, 
I will try to exhibit how we portray 
these values. But just for a mo-
ment, I’m going to take you into my 

‘Radwinter Hockley Tardis’ to where 
I left off in the last edition of Ambo 
to our...

Spooks and Sparks Disco

Not only do we love to have a 
good time at Radwinter, we love a 
good time when we can raise money 
to invest in our pupils’ learning 
journeys. It has become a tradition 
for our wonderful PTA to host an 
annual ‘Spooks and Sparks’ disco and 
this year’s was yet another wonderful 
spooky success just before autumn 
half term. With over 100 black cats, 
bats, ghosts and monsters prowl-
ing, flying, haunting and stomping 
around the hall, a ‘spookalicious’ 
time was had by all. A fantastic 
£541.35 was raised by our amazing 
PTA which goes towards teaching 
resources for the school and the oc-
casional treat for the children.

• “We enjoyed the dancing and 
dressing up” - a Year 1 child

• “Exciting, fun-filled, delicious 
food, especially the cakes” 

James and Jonathan, Year 4
• “Spooks and Sparks was very 

exciting and there were lots of 
games and prizes to be won. 
Everyone’s dancing was great 
and so were the costumes” – 
Ella, Year 6

Class assemblies

You may have gathered that we 
do like a performance to showcase 
different talents at Radwinter Pri-
mary and every term, each class will 
present to their peers, parents, carers 
(and everyone else really!) what 
they have been learning about in 
class. This is a really special assem-
bly where the children practise and 
rehearse extremely hard to showcase 
and reinforce their knowledge. 

• “I liked reading my postcard 
from space” - Isla, Year 1

• “It was special to see my 
mummy there” – lots of Year 1 
children!

• “They are fun and it’s nice that 
our mums and dads and other 
family can come to watch.  
The tea and cake afterwards 
is thoughtful of the school” – 
Maddie, Year 4

• “I really enjoy watching the 
class assemblies because it is 
interesting seeing what each 
class has been doing over the 
term” – Annabel, Year 6

The Hedgehog Class Tree The Kingfisher Class Tree The Otter Class Tree The Swallow ClassTree
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Ancient Egypt

This autumn, Swallow and King-
fisher classes both presented Ancient 
Egypt as a follow-up to their visit to 
the Saffron Walden Museum earlier 
on in the autumn term;  Otters 
took us to “What’s under the bed” 
to learn about different layers of the 
Earth; Bee class orbited us in space 
with “Whatever next?” to learn 
about space and Hedgehog class 
taught us all about journeys!

Scarlett Galdo from Otter class 
recently competed in the British 
Irish Dancing Championships  and 
we were thrilled when she treated us 
to a fabulous performance of Irish 
dancing.  We’re so proud of Scarlett 
and she can certainly move!! (Value: 
Service)

Music

Music has become one of our pas-
sions at Radwinter with the added 

bonus of having Karen Semken 
(teaching guitar), Alison Bail-
lie (teaching flute and piano) and 
Martin Wilson (teaching orches-
tra – Band on the Run) tutoring 
children. We were also thrilled when 
Jason Meyrick who runs the Saffron 
Walden Music School came to Rad-
winter with a musical presentation 
for our collective worship. We are 
very excited he is also able to offer us 
clarinet and saxophone tuition!

• Music – “Band on the Run is 
fun because you get to learn 
new instruments and spend 
time with Mr Wilson” – Emma 
Year 4

• Year 6 opera workshops – “I’m 
really enjoying doing all of the 
workshops, they are really fun 
and we’re really excited about 
the performance” – Lilia and 
Katie – Year 6

The school choir also sang to the 
Radwinter Friendship Group in 
the Village Hall which is always a 
pleasure.

Nicola Benedetti

I’m not one to ‘name drop’ but 
one of the highlights of 2015 was 
the exciting opportunity for Hazel, 
Sofia and Tabitha from Swallow class 
to attend a violin workshop with 
renowned classical violinist Nicola 
Benedetti. What a wonderful experi-
ence.

Watch out the Albert Hall, Rad-
winter Primary is coming!

Remembrance Day

(Values: “Respect”; “Service”)

One of our school values at 
Radwinter is ‘Respect’ and what 
more poignant a day to share that 
value than Remembrance Day to 
remember those fallen serving their 
country. The whole school “came 
together” to congregate at the War 
Memorial at St Mary’s Church, 
Radwinter for a 2-minute silence 
to remember, show respect and give 
thanks. This tribute was particularly 
memorable as we also welcomed 

three French exchange students from 
SWCHS into school who gave a 
stunning presentation on the Battle 
of Verdun.

• “I thought it was good that we 
were quiet to remember the 
people that died” – Toby Year 1

• “It was emotional standing 
outside the church. I felt proud 
of all the people serving in the 
wars” – Harriette Year 4

Singing the School Creed at Mrs Henderson’s Party
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• “I liked it when everyone sang 
together” – Annabel Year 6

Prevention	is	better	than	cure

We all know about keeping our 
children safe from the obvious 
dangers or threats life may bring but 
certainly the annual flu vaccination 
initiative now offered by the NHS is 
an extremely important date in our 
calendar. 

For those who don’t know, the 
NHS offers school pupils (Y1-Y6) 
a free vaccination by way of a nasal 
spray against flu every winter. Fami-
lies are invited to complete and sign 
a consent form if they would like 
their children to participate. There 
is the old saying ‘prevention is better 
than cure’ and I would certainly con-
cur with that! Thank you and well 
done to everyone who took part.  As 
they say in Italy...”salute!”

Christmas Starts Early

Of course starting school is a mas-
sive transition in a child’s life and 
approaching the end of the autumn 
term is extremely tiring but magnifi-
cently exciting for them with lots to 
see, do and take part in. Our Hedge-
hog Class attended the Seedlings 
Service at Radwinter Village Hall 
and made wonderful Christmas 
Angels.

They also enjoyed the Epiphany 

party (in early January) and learnt 
about the three wise men visiting 
Jesus.

• Christmas starts early – “I liked 
making lots of Christmassy 
crafty things” – Rosie, Year 1

• “It’s great” – Bonnie Year 4 – 
“Amazing” – Luke, Year 5

• “Fun spread through the school 
as the preparations for Christ-
mas started. Everyone had lots 
of amusement making beautiful 
decorations. Furthermore, the 
bazaar was a great hit with lots 
of stalls, treats and fun games 
to play” – lzzy and Orla, Year 6.

Christmas Bazaar

One of the highlights of the fes-
tive period is our Christmas Bazaar 
although this takes a lot of planning 
as you can imagine. In true Alan 
Sugar Apprentice style, we tested the 
entrepreneurial skills and ideas of 
our pupils and staff with a ‘Wear 
Something Christmassy Bring a Jar 
Non-Uniform Day’ which brought 
Santas of varying sizes, elves, snow-
men et al with wonderfully inventive 
jars to sell at the Christmas Bazaar.

If there is a lack of oranges and 
sweets in the shops at the end of 
November, it’s probably due to us 
making our Christingles in readi-
ness for the Christingle Service at 
St Mary’s Church, Radwinter. The 

lovely ladies from the Radwinter 
Friendship Group came into school 
to help the younger children deco-
rate their Christingles (I’m sure a 
few of the sweeties didn’t end up 
on the oranges…ladies? children?). 
Again, the Christingle Service is a 
time when we all come together, to 
be together, to give thanks and it was 
wonderful to see so many families 
and friends “coming together” in the 
congregation. A wonderful £81.26 
was collected during the Christingle 
retiring collection for The Children’s 
Society (Value: “Kindness”)

The ‘piece de la resistance’ of the 
season, the Christmas Bazaar, fol-
lowed with the merry excitement 
and joy that only 128 children can 
bring! Tombolers were tomboling, 
rafflers were raffling and I’m pleased 
to say that no-one was “fired” (Alan 
Sugar reference!). I cannot thank our 
wonderful PTA and staff enough for 
“coming together”, getting involved, 
working as a team, having fun and 
raising in excess of £1,800 for Rad-
winter Primary’s children. THANK 
YOU! 

Christmas Tree Festival

I am sure everyone went along to 
St Mary’s Church, Radwinter for the 
wonderful Christmas Tree Festival 
which again, is another highlight of 
the Christmas season. We’re so fortu-
nate to have such a beautiful church 
in our even more beautiful village.

I’m never quite sure who looks 
forward to our visit to the Santa Ex-
press at Audley end with Hedgehog 
class more: the children or accom-
panying adults but I always seem to 
have a long list of willing volunteers 
which goes to prove that age is just 
a number! Seventeen little hedge-
hogs with a plethora of festively clad 
‘grown-ups’ went to see the ‘big man’ 
on the Santa Express at Audley End. 
Lots of little ‘hedgehoggy’ faces came 
back to school smiling with tales of 
seeing Santa, dancing elves (!) and 
carrying a much sought-after gift 
too!

Cooking Chunky Soup
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Please come in and see our friendly team 

for design advice.

All major fabric companies, wallpaper, Amtico,

carpets, rugs & soft furnishings.

The Old Forge, High Street, Newport, Nr Saffron Walden, Essex CB11 3PF

Country House Interiors

CALL FOR NO OBLIGATION FREE HOME VISIT

TuESdAy – FRIdAy 10AM TO 5pM 

SATuRdAy By AppOINTMENT ONLy 

CALL: 01799 541881 OR EMAIL: info@countryhouseinteriors.co.uk
©LW

 

Steeple Bumpstead  
Pre-School 

The Village Hall, Bower Hall Drive, Steeple Bumpstead 
 

 
 

“EXCEPTIONAL” 
 

 

Open term-time 
Monday to Friday 9.00am – 12.00 noon 

Lunch Club operates 12.00 noon – 1.00pm every day 
(except Tuesdays) 

 

Registered Charity 1023388 

For more information and prospectus details please contact: 
 

Teresa Clarke 07805 061169 or 
Email: teresaclarkesbps@sky.com 

 
We look forward to meeting you… 

 

Cinderella

Before anyone could catch their 
breath, our next “coming together” 
adventure was to the Pantomime at 
the Cambridge Arts Theatre to see 
Cinderella….”oh no you didn’t…..
oh yes we did!”. Although this 
sounds like a fun day out (which 
of course it is!), Cinderella is also 
entwined in our primary writing 
project where the children will 
all learn the art of storytelling to 
enhance their writing. Despite some 
‘doubting Thomases’ amongst the 
boys as to whether they would enjoy 
Cinderella, everyone absolutely did 
and we were even congratulated 
by the Cambridge Arts Theatre as 
to how well behaved the children 
were.  (Strange, but they didn’t men-
tion the adults?! Work in progress 
maybe?)

Nativity

As a Christian school, the Nativity 
means so much to us. Again every-
one takes part and has an important 
role to play, from Mary and Joseph 
to the meeters and greeters... it 
wouldn’t happen without you. If 

Tesco were short 
on oranges prior 
to our Christingle, 
they were duly 
short on tissues 
too as the Christ-
mas Nativity never 
leaves a dry eye in 
the house. Thank 
you to everyone 
for working so 
hard, taking part 
and “coming to-
gether” to see the 
children.

Home-Cooked 
School Lunches

All this excite-
ment though really 
plays on the ap-
petite and healthy 
body, healthy 
mind comes to the 
fore when I think 
of our wonderful 
school lunches at 
Radwinter. I know 
I’ve said this before 
and you must 
“forgive” (value!) 
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me but I’ll continue to declare how 
proud I am of our home-cooked-
from-scratch nutritious school 
lunches.

Julie and Nicky once again excelled 
themselves creating magic in the 
kitchen with this year’s Christmas 
lunch of traditional roast turkey 
with all the trimmings or a delicious 
vegetarian alternative. Mrs Hend-
erson added festive decorations to 
the school hall and lunch tables to 
really make it a wonderful experi-
ence.  Staff, governors and children 
all “came together” and ate together 
and even Mr Catton, my predeces-
sor of 27 years, joined us in festive 
attire. Yet another ‘coming together’ 
experience.

The final day of the autumn term 
arrived on Friday 18th December 
which coincidentally was national 
‘Text Santa’ day – a charity which 
raises money for MacMillan Cancer 
Support, Make-a-Wish UK and Save 
the Children. We decided to end our 
term and start the Christmas holi-
days with a ‘Wear your Christmas 
Jumper for Text Santa’ and asked 
children and staff to “come together” 
and donate £1 in school for Text 
Santa. Thank you to everyone for 
getting involved and for being so giv-
ing raising £100! (Value: “Kindness”; 
“Respect”; “Service”)

St Clare’s Hospice

We have been raising money for St 
Clare’s Hospice over the last year or 
so too by selling their Easter good-
ies and Christmas novelties. We 

also decided that instead of sending 
Christmas cards to the children or to 
each other this year, the staff would 
“come together” and donate £5 each 
to St Clare’s Hospice helping them 
to care for local patients and families 
in need this Christmas.

I cannot tell you how much was 
raised as it all went into the dona-
tion box in the school reception 
but I can tell you it was extremely 
heavy! However much or little has 
been collected, I know our friends at 
St Clare’s will be extremely grate-
ful (Value: “Fairness”, “Kindness”, 
“Respect”, “Service”).

Sports Desk
• “Matt teaches us fun ball 

games” – Dominik, Year 1
• “Lots of opportunities to com-

pete against other schools and 
great fun” – Max, Year 5

• “I think that Radwinter gives 
you a great choice of sports 
clubs, competitions, tourna-
ments and more. Some of 
the sports we like to play are: 
football;  tag rugby;  athletics;  
gymnastics and netball” –  
Imy, Year 6

In any newsletter there has to be 
a sports page and another passion 
of ours, in particular Mrs Powell, is 
sport….of any kind!

Mrs Gittins, Learning Support 
Assistant, has been hosting a running 

club one lunchtime a week and has 
really got the children excited about 
competing in cross country events 
which were held at Friends School 
during the autumn term. So much 
so that three of our teams qualified 
for the District Event at the end of 
November.

Of particular note was Year 5’s 
Max Johnson who came 2nd overall. 
Max loves his sport and you will al-
ways see him after tag rugby, football 
or running club, generally caked in 
mud (it may be good for the skin but 
not perhaps the bath towels.) Well 
run Max! Hundreds of children in 
teams from all over Uttlesford took 
part with 3 of our teams coming in 
the top 10! We were delighted with 
both their commitment and achieve-
ments in “coming together” and 
embracing a new challenge - thank 
you Mrs Gittins for encouraging the 
children in a sport they clearly enjoy.

Mrs Henderson’s 
25th anniversary

My “right-hand girl”, Mrs Hender-
son (formerly Mrs Foster) very subtly 
dropped into recent conversations Past and Present Office Staff

Singing to Radwinter Friendship Group

Mrs Henderson with past pupils Yousef Saja, Jake Schoolheifer, and Bertie Scott
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that as of the start of the spring term, 
she would be celebrating her 25 years 
with Radwinter Primary! Quite an 
achievement by anyone’s standards!

Everyone who knows Mrs Hend-
erson will recognise that she likes 
to know (and generally does know) 
everything about everything! We 
started her celebrations with a staff 
bring-and-share lunch at which she 
was presented with a “hand-made 
carriage clock” and a “gold watch” – 
(due to cutbacks, they were all card-
board and coloured in or covered in 
tin foil!) As the week went on, her 
curiosity was set to bursting point 
when we decided to host an after-
noon tea party with her as our guest 
of honour and invite lots of parents, 
friends, colleagues (old and new). 
Mrs Cardy and Mrs Hibbs had a 
lovely time routinely disappearing to 
rummage amongst old photographs 
to find photos of Mrs Henderson.

Unfortunately, she’s usually our 
‘David Bailey’ at most events so 
resources were limited but with a 
little bit more siphoning and rifling, 
enough compromising evidence 
was sourced. Lots of people came to 
celebrate with Mrs Henderson and 
another thoroughly enjoyable “com-
ing together” afternoon was had. 

The children sang the school creed 
to her beautifully and then we car-
ried on with the lovely tea and cakes. 
A huge thank you to everyone for 
coming and also bringing goodies!  
I’m pleased to say though that Mrs 
Henderson isn’t retiring as I won’t let 
her! I think she “forgave” us all for 
our furtive goings on in organising 
her celebrations! 

(Value: “Fairness”, Kindness”, Re-
spect”, “Service”, “Forgiveness”)

Mrs Henderson speaks...

And now a few words from the 
lady herself:

Well, where did that go? I remem-
ber sitting in a very cold Rectory on 
a December morning in 1990 wait-
ing to hear whether I was going to be 
offered a job as a Welfare Assistant. 

The rest, as they say, is history. Ap-
parently (I was to learn later) I was 
offered the job... because I smiled!

I started in reception class with 
another new starter, teacher Gwen 
Harding. Pupils on roll were around 
70. The rest of the school staff at that 
time consisted of Melvyn Catton, 
the headteacher, who was a teaching 
head and shared a class with Chris-
tine Hope. Daphne Reader taught 
class 2 , she retired in 1992 having 
taught at the school for 28 years. 
Sue Thake  then joined  the school. 
The office was manned by Doreen 
Adams, lunches cooked by Betty 
Rust, mid day assistants were Kathy 
Baynes and Joyce Rae and the school 
cleaned by Florrie Bacon. That was 
just about the extent of the school 
staff!

I have fond memories of a gentle 
Daphne Reader calling children to 
come and sit around her chair, mak-
ing jam and Christmas cakes with 
her class.

Computers arrived and I started 
working in the office for 8 hours 
a week as well as working in the 
classes. Melvyn Catton and I had 
many days at Chelmsford learning 
the software. Oh, we did love those 
lunches and the cookies!

I then decided to study for a Nurs-
ery Nurse qualification. Supported 
by the school two years later we were 
out celebrating. I worked in recep-
tion class with Janet Tindall and 
then with Kate Hockley -her first 
position. Wonderful memories were 
made, the pace fast! I have now been 
“put out to pasture” working in the 
office full time.

Some of my highlights:
• Residential trips taking in the 

glorious landscape of the York-
shire Dales. Children realising 
they can have a great time with-
out television and computers.

• Watching children grow in 
confidence at Kingswood, West 
Runton  residential.

• Teaching children how to plant 
seeds and see them marvel at 

the results.
• Cooking club – how many for 

the session ? 28!
• Helping to set up Forest School 

and achieving a Level 3 Forest 
School Leader.

• That magical time in the Forest 
when it snowed with Rachel 
Leeder and Frank Bannister.

• Finding costumes for over 100 
children at each production – 
thank goodness for the internet.

• Helping to set up a successful 
Dragonflies/breakfast club.

• Being involved in all the build-
ing projects which included 
my dream of a purpose built 
kitchen.

The school staff is much larger and 
we now have the heady heights of 
128 pupils on roll. The school still 
retains its ethos under the direction 
of headteacher, Kate Hockley  and  
I look forward to a few more years 
at Radwinter. Thank you to every-
one for my celebrations and gifts. 
(I knew you were up to something, 
Jacqui & Pippa!)

As January comes to an end and 
the days start to become longer and 
brighter, I know that the “enthu-
siasm, determination and a huge 
amount of optimism” I mentioned 
before will propel and hold us all in 
good stead for a wonderful 2016!

Things to come:
• 9th Feb - Shrove Tuesday (Ju-

lie’s pancakes for pudding!!!)
• 9th Feb - Safer Internet Day 

(parents to be invited)
• w/c 22nd Feb - Y5 Bikeability 

week
• Various dates - Parents’ Cel-

ebration Collective Worships 
for each class

• 2nd Mar - Mothers’ Day lunch
• 3rd Mar - World Book Day
• 10th & 12th Mar – Y6 The 

Glass Knight Opera perform-
ances at The Saffron Hall

• 24th Mar – 9.15am Easter 
Service, St Mary’s Church 
Radwinter

Kate Hockley, Headteacher 
Radwinter Primary School 
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.Hempstead Village Hall
Your venue for Special Family Occasions

Children’s Parties & Discos, Birthday Parties, Wedding Receptions
Anniversary Celebrations, Clubs – Groups – Societies

Children’s Play Groups, Pre-School, Youth Clubs
Leisure, Educational or Special Interest Activities

Keep Fit, Sports Sessions, Drama or Music
Fund Raising Events, Meetings, Seminars, Conferences

Full details of the Village Hall can be found on the website www.hempstead-essex.org.uk
or contact Sally Rowden at Bramleys, Hempstead. 01799 599257

ccc                          

 

 

Spacious, modern hall - capacity 100 seated 120 standing 
Excellent kitchen facilities including large fridge 

Ideal for large gatherings, celebrations, regular groups, 
meetings and clubs 

Small meeting room also available 

The Sampfords' Village Hall 
 
 
 

Hall 
Bookings, viewings and information contact 

Wendy Peacock wend92@me.com 01799 586065 
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Homeopathy  

can offer natural relief from 
 

 Asthma 
 Allergies & Hayfever 
 Anxiety & Depression 

 ADHD & Behavioural Disorders 
 Eczema & Psoriasis 

 IBS & Acidity 
 Recurrent Coughs & Colds 
 Menopausal Symptoms 
 Pregnancy & Childbirth 

 
 

For further information contact 
Daniela Karsten 

R.S. Hom., Dip. Hom. ACH 
Your local registered homeopath 
www.danielakarsten.co.uk 

or call  07715 538501 
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B H Wilkins 
 

Professional Decorator 
 

Small Works Builder 
 

Competitive Quotes 
 

Offering a reliable and friendly service for  
all your requirements  

from small make-overs to  
full refurbishment  

fully insured  
with over 30 years experience 

 

Contact details:- 
01799 599976 
07890 686209 

http:/www.bh-wilkins.co.uk 

PLUMBLINE 
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER 

PROFESSIONAL DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 

Including Property Maintenance 
Painting Tiling Plastering Carpentry 
 

Call John on 
01223 893903 
 
Supick@talktalk.net 
 
Fully Qualified and Insured 
 
Friendly and Reliable Service   
No Job Too Small 
 
Based in Horseheath 
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A comprehensive tax & accountancy service for small businesses and individuals:
· Tax returns, planning & advice · Annual & management accounts

· VAT & payroll services · Financial & business analysis

Nick Caton, FCA CTA  T: 01799 513535  E: nickcaton@millscott.co.uk  w: www.millscott.co.uk
Address: 3a Market Hill  Saffron walden  Essex CB10 1HQ

 

Registered Charity Number 1051491 
www.buffybus.co.uk 

Buffy Playbus visits 
Church Fields, Ashdon CB10 2HD 

from 11am until 12.30pm, 
every FRIDAY morning during term time and at half term breaks 

We have many exciting toys and activities including regular cooking 
sessions for pre-school children to enjoy. 

Buffy Playbus gives you and your child an opportunity to meet and make 
new friends within your own community. 

We make a charge of £2.00 for a child to visit Buffy, 
and £1 for each additional child. You don’t need to book, just turn up. 

Come along and see what fun you and your child can have. 
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David Reid Accountancy Ltd 
Chartered Accountant & Business Adviser 

Unit 4 The Bardfield Centre, Braintree Road, Great Bardfield, 
 Braintree, Essex CM7 4SL 

Tel: 01371 811 093          Fax: 01371 811 318 
e-mail: david@davidreid.biz  
Website: www.davidreid.biz   

 
Regulated by the Institute of Chartered Accountants for a range of 

 investment business activities   
 

Small Business and Self-employed Specialist 
 
                                
   ♦Tax & NIC Planning 
   ♦Personal & Corporate Taxation 
   ♦Business Start-ups/Company Registrations 
   ♦VAT Returns, Bookkeeping & Payroll 
   ♦Fixed fees.  Advance quotation of  fees 
   ♦Guaranteed 30 Day Turnaround 
   ♦Complimentary Book-keeping Software for clients 
   ♦Pre & Post Retirement help 
   ♦CIS Monthly Returns & Verifications 
  
                              30 years experience in accountancy 
 

To arrange a free, without obligation quotation 
Call the Helpline Free on 0800 389 1524 
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WIMBISH NURSERY 
AND GARDEN CENTRE 

LARGE SELECTION, SPRING & SUMMER BEDDING 
VEG PLANTS, HANGING BASKETS, 

POT AND CONTAINER PLANTS AND COMPOST 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

ANDY’S AVIARIES 
www.andysaviaries.com 

A LARGE SELECTION OF CAGE AND  
AVIARY BIRDS AND PARROTS 
CHICKENS ALSO AVAILABLE 

FEED, CAGES, TOYS AND RELATED ITEMS 
CHICKEN FEED AND WILD BIRD FEED 

FOOD FOR HORSES AND DOGS TO ORDER 
ALSO AGENT FOR THE CLEANING, REPROOFING 

AND REPAIRING OF HORSE BLANKETS 

ALL AT REASONABLE PRICES 
ELDER STREET, WIMBISH,  

NR. SAFFRON WALDEN, ESSEX CB10 2XA 
TEL: 01799 522871 

 
 
HOT Yoga 
FLOW Yoga 
BEGIN Yoga 
YOUR Yoga 

 

Prepare to move your body, breathe 
deeply, restore energy, improve 
flexibility and think differently… 

 

Local Classes & Private Tuition 
 

beth@wheelyoga.co.uk 
wheelyoga.co.uk 

 

 
 

Regular Events 
at Finchingfield Village Hall 

Bardfield Road, Finchingfield, CM7 4LX 
e-mail: finchingfieldvh@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 

Come and join us at our 
friendly village hall 

for the following activities 
 
 

Table Tennis  Monday 7.30 p.m. 
     Contact Pauline Smith on 01371 811319 
 
Taoist Tai Chi  Tuesday 1.30 p.m. – 3.30 p.m. 
 
Slimming World  Wednesday 7.30 p.m. 
     Contact Gail on 07827 962533 
 
Carpet Bowls Club Thursday 7.15 p.m. – 10.00 p.m. 
     Contact John Smith on 01371 811319  
 
Zumba    Friday 9.30 a.m. – 10.30 a.m. 
     Contact Bev Hockley on 07779 041571 
 
Ame Karate Kai  Saturday 10.00 a.m. – 12 noon 
     Contact Gerald Jones on 07852 946031 
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Shoes 

In aid of  Macmillan Cancer  

THURSDAY 14th APRIL 
FROM 10.30am to 3 pm 

ANSER GALLOWS BARN, HEMPSTEAD CB10 2NU 
(from Saffron Walden follow B1053 to Radwinter,  
turn right at The Plough - approx 1.5 miles on right) 

Clothes Pictures 

Silk  
Flowers 

Pottery 

Linen 

Food 

Pearls 

During the autumn of 2015 
we have been seeking a new 
Chairman for the Club 

and to date no-one has made any 
approach or shown any interest. It 
is therefore likely that at the 2016 
AGM it will be agreed that we dis-
solve the Club.

I have been Chairman since 2002 
and we have held many great events 
over those years.  It is disappointing 
that no successor as Chairman has 
come forward, but life-styles change 

Hempstead & District Gardeners’ Club
and perhaps the activities of Clubs 
like this are no longer so compat-
ible with modern family life. If it 
would be helpful for you to know 
more about the activities of the Club 
and what is involved in its run-
ning, please contact Diana Frost on 
599771 or Tim Ham on 599084. 

I will let you know in the summer 
edition of Ambo what decision was 
taken at the AGM.

Diana Frost, Chairman
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Great Sampford Primary School
After a well-earned Christmas 

break we were delighted to 
welcome back 110 children 

to help us see in 2016. This, in itself 
was cause for celebration since it is 
the largest number of children we 
have had at Great Sampford since 
I became the Head Teacher in the 
autumn of 1999. It was brilliant 
to catch up with all of the children 
and listen to their excited stories 
about what they got up to over the 
Christmas and New Year period. I 
have to say that I always find this the 
hardest Ambo edition to write for 
since much of what has happened in 
school since the our last submission 
has had a distinct Christmas focus 
which now seems somewhat out of 
place.

The Ordinary Ox

The children in Class 1 and Early 
Years put on an amazing Christmas 
production entitled The Ordinary 
Ox. This told the story of two chil-
dren who are woken up on Christ-
mas Eve by their toys. They listen 
and watch as each one explains what 
Christmas means to them. There 
are the clowns who love to make 
children laugh, the ballerinas who 
love to dance, not to mention the 
cowboys, robots, soldiers and dolls, 
who all love Christmas for differ-
ent reasons. But the only one who 
knows the real reason for Christmas 
is an ordinary looking ox.

The Christingle Service

As ever, it was really wonderful to 
welcome so many parents, relatives 
and friends to take part in this very 
special celebration. The Christingle 
Service not only heralds the start 
of the Christmas season but it also 
presents the children with an oppor-
tunity to reflect on the meaning of 
Christmas. Having learned all about 
the symbolism of each element they 

shared this knowledge with Rever-
end Brown who led the service at St 
Michael’s for the first time. Reverend 
Brown was particularly impressed 
with the children and he conveyed 
to me how “…they handled them-
selves so well: self-disciplined and 
naturally so - a lovely combination, 
attentive, eager and impressively 
thoughtful. They are a real tribute to 
you and the staff and, of course, to 
themselves.” I thought this was 
a lovely compliment to them all. 
Special thanks go Mrs Howell (Gov-
ernor), Mrs Kidd (former parent) 
and Mrs Mikkides (member of staff) 
who helped the children make their 
Christingle and to Layla Pannett, 
Emily Kelvin, Mia Collins, Ebony 
Girling-Cook and Thomas Walker 
who read so eloquently.

Early Years visit Santa

The children in Early Years en-
joyed a magical morning of adven-
ture when they boarded the Audley 
End Express to visit Santa and his 
helpers. They were whisked away 
far into the woods to visit Santa 
who was surrounded by all sorts 
of woodland animals as well as his 
trusty helpers.

Children in Need

The children all entered into the 
spirit of Children in Need by dress-
ing up in a huge variety of costumes. 
The School Council decided that 
it would be a great idea to support 

Early Years prepare to meet Father Christmas at Audley End Miniature Railway

Making Our Christingles
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Children in Need as one of our 
6 non-uniform day charities for 
this year. The suggested theme was 
superheroes, or what the children 
wanted to be when they grew up. 
We had an amazing turn out with 
all manner of costumes and ideas on 
the theme with almost everybody 
entering into the spirit of the day. 
Mrs Gordon and her children Ed-
ward and Violet also baked special 
Children in Needs cakes and cookies 
which were on sale at break time. 
All in all the children raised a grand 
total of £262.56 which is a brilliant 
achievement for such a small school 
so a huge well done to everybody. It 
was fantastic to see that the Children 
In Need appeal raised a new record 
amount this year (£37,100,687) 
and to know that we did our part to 
help.

Operation Christmas Child

Following the non-uniform day 
linked to this appeal the children 
raised £260. This enabled the school 
collectively to put together 19 boxes 
to be sent to children around the 
globe. The School Council care-
fully selected a variety of items both 
purchased and donated by the chil-
dren and their families to pack into 
the parcels ready for distribution. 
In all, 203 boxes were donated in 
conjunction with the local church. 
Items packed included: small toys, 

cuddly toys, puzzles, pencils, scarfs, 
socks, hats, essential toiletries and of 
course Christmas treats. The School 
Council would like to thank Mrs 
Mikkides for suggesting this worth-
while charity.

Winter Sock People

As part of their expressive arts and 
design curriculum the children in 

Early Years had an amazing amount 
of fun with Mrs Booth and Mrs 
Hale designing and building their 
very own ‘snowmen’ out of old 
socks. Using their imaginations, a 
few odd buttons, some googly eyes 

and taking inspiration from the sock 
they had brought in from home they 
created a wonderfully fun and col-
ourful winter and snowman themed 
display.

Shri Swaminarayan Mandir 
Temple

The children in Class 3 enjoyed 
a first for Great Sampford’s pupils 
when they trekked up to London 
for the day to visit the Shri Swa-
minarayan Mandir Temple. This is 
a Hindu Temple in Neasden built 
in a traditional style and also using 
traditional materials. The visit itself 
provided the children with a unique 
opportunity to experience first hand 
the world’s oldest living faith. As 
part of the day they not only im-
mersed themselves in Hindu culture 
and religion but also witnessed the 
Arti Ceremony as well as being able 
to marvel at the craftsmanship that 
went into the actual building itself.

Phonics Workshops

Mrs Booth (our Early Years 
Teacher) has organized two phon-

ics workshops for the parents of 
our Early Years’ children. Both 
workshops have proved to be very 
useful for the parents concerned and 
have enabled them to gain a greater 
understanding of not only how we 

Children in Need Cake Stall

Winter Sock People
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teach phonics at Great Sampford but 
also how they are able to support 
their children at home.

Cross-Country Club

Miss Smith ran a very well attend-
ed Cross-Country Club last term 
and the fastest children in Years 3 – 6 
were selected to take part in the dis-
trict cross-country event held at the 
Friends’ School. They did fantasti-
cally well on a cold and windy day 
and Louis in Year 3 was fast enough 
to be selected for the next phase of 
the competition. At this event he was 
out in front and looking very strong 
when he unfortunately took a bit of 
a tumble; by the time he had got up 
and brushed himself down it sadly 
left him just a little too much to do 
to get back to the front of the field. 
However, it is all good practise for 
next year.

Dodgeball

Having trained hard during their 
class P.E. lessons and also at the after 
school Dodgeball Club all of the 

children in years 5 and 6 took part 
in the local Dodgeball Tournament. 
Every child put in a tremendous 
amount of individual effort and, as 
a team, they performed incredibly 
well. However, whilst they were not 
actual winners, they all had a fantas-
tic time and thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience.

PTA

The PTA are determined to build 
on their successes of last year and 
have got off to a flying start. To date 
they have already organised a film 
night and two discos for the children 
with another one in the pipeline. 
They also held a well attended Quiz 

Class 3 visits the Shri Swaminarayan Mandir Temple

The Cross-Country Team looking very clean... and deservedly pleased with themselves



Ambo

36

Night that raised in excess of £800. 
Thanks need to be noted for Damon 
Knight (an ex-parent and Governor) 
for acting as Quiz Master.

Mayan Masks

The children in Year 5 and 6 have 
had a great time designing and mak-
ing their own Mayan masks as part 
of their history and art and design 
curriculum. They combined their 
knowledge of ancient Mayan culture 
and their contemporary knowledge 
of the lively Mexican holiday known 
as Dia de los Muertos (Day of the 
Dead) to produce a stunning array 
of celebratory masks. Many of the 
masks shared common themes such 
as: bright colours and scary faces to 

ward off evil spirits, symmetry of 
design and woodland elements to 
represent the Tree of Life.

After School Clubs

The staff continue to offer a wide 
range of after school clubs for the 
children. Since our last Ambo the 
children have been able to attend 
clubs as diverse as: archery, French, 
dance, sewing, arts and crafts, 
drawing and colouring and chess. 
The children in year 2 thoroughly 
enjoyed their craft club where they 

were given the opportunity to make: 
snow globes, dream catchers, and a 
variety of Christmas decorations.

Fauvism in Class 2

As part of their art curriculum the 
children in Years 3 and 4 have been 
looking at Fauvism. This is art work 

in the style of les Fauves (French for 
“the wild beasts”), a group of early 
twentieth-century Modern artists 
whose works emphasized bold lines 
and strong color over the represen-
tational or realistic values retained 
by Impressionism. The most well 
known member of this group was 
Henri Matisse. The children all 
had great time working with Miss 
MacPherson to produce their own 
bold and bright abstract works of art.

Twitter

Miss MacPherson has set up a 
Twitter account for the school. 
This will be used predominantly to 
provide parents with timely updates 
and reminders of what is happening 
in the school. We can be followed at 
@GtSCPS.

School Website

We are continuing to update our 
new website, www.greatsampford.
essex.sch.uk, which we hope you will 
find both informative and engaging. 
Please feel free to browse the site and 
leave any feedback to enable us to 
make it as user friendly as possible.

We would, as always, like to take 
this opportunity to thank all parents, 
friends and family members for their 
continued support and enthusiasm 
for the work we do at Great Samp-
ford.

Ian Pollard 
Head Teacher

Fauvism in Class 2

The Dreamcatcher is ... finished!

Designing and Painting a Mayan Mask
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efit the producer. The speakers 
judged Mary Green’s six home-
made biscuits as the winner of 
the competition that month.

The Flower of the Month 
competitions have been won by 
a fuchsia and a euphorbia, and 
the winner of the Rose Bowl for 
the most points gained dur-
ing the 2015 competition was 
Joan Gray, one of our Thaxted 
members.

In preparation for the Na-
tional Annual Meeting in June 
members were given the oppor-
tunity to vote for the Resolu-

tion they would like to hear 
debated at that meeting. The range 
of topics was wide; covering health, 
agriculture and the environment, but 

it was the topic of sudden cardiac 
death in young adults that emerged 
the strongest candidate. It will be 
interesting to see which one is finally 
selected to be on the agenda for a 
campaign. It will be discussed in 
this WI in May. Before that we look 
forward in March to hearing about 
how a Consul became a novelist. In 
April we will learn about District 
N`ursing before the NHS. Let it be 
a New Year resolution to join the WI 
- 2.30pm on the last Tuesday of each 
month, in the Village Hall.

Jane Lawrence

Great & Little Sampford WI
Following the No-

vember talk by Anita 
Sackett about Christ-

mases spent in a number 
of different countries, with 
their contrasting climates, 
time zones, cultures and 
traditions affecting the 
food and activities enjoyed, 
Gt. & Lt. Sampford WI 
members concentrated on 
their 92nd birthday lunch 
in January. Once again this 
was held in Thaxted Bowl-
ing Club, and an excellent 
meal was served. in a room 
beautifully decorated, as 
always, by Mary Green and 
Sue Faulkner. A raffle to offset ex-
penses with a huge number of prizes, 
as well as lucky number prizes and a 
game of pass the parcel on each table 
meant that many members went 
home bearing gifts. There was also a 
fun game of “identify the celebrity” 
from photographs. Glasses were 
raised to the memory of Maureen 
Ramsay, a former President who had 
recently died; the following week 
some members attended her crema-
tion in Braintree and afterwards the 
gathering in Thaxted.

“Mmmmm - delicious” could 
be heard at the January meeting 
when three staff members from 

Waitrose looked ahead to Fair Trade 
Fortnight (29 Feb. - 13 Mar.) and 
offered tastings of several of their 
products. Who could resist mango, 
banana, pineapple, different flavours 
of chocolate and even white wine? 
In addition, on display were brown 
sugar, coffee, marmalade, cut flowers 
and tea, which was enjoyed during 
teatime. The Fair Trade movement is 
20 years old and now offers several 
hundred products, including jewel-
lery, toys and cotton clothing. The 
purchase of any of these will help the 
farmer or producer to lead a better 
life and educate future generations. 
Waitrose was the first supermarket 
to sell exclusively Fair Trade bananas, 
and continues to sell a large selec-
tion of Fair Trade products. Even the 
company’s lower-priced “essential” 
range is of as good a quality as the 
more expensive brands. 

The audience was surprised by 
some of the statistics regarding the 
number of Fair Trade farmers: how 
much land is owned by women (even 
though they provide a huge work 
force); and how much tea in the 
world is Fair Trade. During a discus-
sion session it was suggested that the 
Fair Trade logo on packs needs to 
be made more prominent in order 
to catch the attention of prospective 
buyers, The over-riding message was 
that even a small purchase will ben-Mary Green (President) and Jane Law-

rence (Secretary) cutting the birthday cake

Joan Gray, overall Flower of the Month 
winner, with the crystal flower bowl award

Ladies enjoying the Sampfords WI 92nd birthday lunch!
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Radwinter Village Cafe 

 

Come and join us for a coffee and a chat 
A chance to get to know your neighbours 

All welcome 
Radwinter Village Hall 

10.30am til 12.00 noon 
1st & 3rd Wednesdays 

Contact us on 01799 599396 

Churchtastic 

13th March Gt Sampford 

24th April Hempstead 

8th May Gt Sampford 

A Sunday Club  
for primary school age children 

All services start 10am 
Contact Sue Howell 01799 586619 

RADWINTER C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Water Lane, Radwinter CB10 2TX  

Tel: 01799 599248 

Midday Assistant 
MDA Band 1 

Hours:  7.5 per week 
11.45 a.m. – 1.15 p.m. (days  negotiable) 

Details from : The School Office 

We are seeking to appoint an enthusiastic, flexible 
and committed person to support and supervise the 

children in the lunch hall and on the playground.  
 

You would join a friendly and successful team. 
Training opportunities offered.   

Visits welcome. 

Required as soon as possible  

Looking for
Financial Advice?

Do you need advice 
regarding pensions, 

inheritance planning, ISAs, 
investment funds etc?

If so, please contact  
Elliott Wilson ACSI DipPFS.

elliott@kdw.co.uk 
07771 90 68 24
www.kdw.co.uk 
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Chosen by the Guild of 
Professional Estate Agents

upgrade to Fine Property Collection

1 MARKET STREET, SAFFRON WALDEN, ESSEX CB10 1JB.  
EMAIL: sales@kevinhenry.co.uk | www.kevinhenry.co.uk
SAFFRON WALDEN AREA: 01799 513632.  HAVERHILL AREA: 01440 840043  
PARK LANE OFFICE, LONDON: 020 3368 8460

• OVER 780 OFFICES 
• OVER 100 IN EAST ANGLIA 
• OVER 75 OFFICES IN LONDON
• HEAD OFFICE AT PARK LANE, LONDON

•  ASSOCIATE OFFICES IN GREAT DUNMOW, BISHOP’S STORTFORD, 
ROYSTON AND CAMBRIDGE

NO OTHER AGENT CAN GIVE 
BETTER COVERAGE!
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Essex Castaways - Sue & Mike Lindsell

Mike: I’m a local 
boy, born in a nursing 
home in Saffron Wal-
den in 1950, lived at 
Hamperden End near 
Debden Green, then 
moved to Radwinter 
when I was three.

Grandfather was 
a farm worker at 
Debden, and in the 
1930s managed to 
secure the tenancy of 
a farm. My father was 
one of 12 children 
but as child number 
10 there was no chance of him stay-
ing on the family farm, so during the 
war he volunteered to be a pilot. He 
got his wings only six months before 
the war finished so he survived, one 
of the lucky ones.

He wanted to be a commercial 
pilot after the war but of course they 
were two a penny. Instead he hired 
50 acres of land at Debden Green, 
so I was brought up on farms. My 
long-term plan was to do something 
different and to come back to farm-
ing when I was 40.

Paul: How did the farm grow?

Mike: Father moved to Radwinter 
End in 1953 after buying 120 acres. 
In 1969 we bought some land over 
here at Sampford, 110 acres at Hill 
Farm. We bought the bare land in 
Sampford then in 1972 we bought 
some more land at Radwinter End – 
200 acres to add to the existing farm. 
Then in 1979 we bought some more 
land here. We’ve had the two farms 
running together for about 30 years.

Paul: And how about you?

Mike: I went to Radwinter Pri-
mary and then, in 1961, to a boys’ 
school down in Surrey. At the time 
Essex had three county run boarding 
schools which were specially built 
during the war as evacuation schools, 
one at Fyfield, one at Cranleigh near 
Guildford and one in Sussex. You 
had to fail the 11 plus to get in! I 
was there until 1966 where I did O 
levels. Then it was back here to New-
port Grammar for two years where I 
got my A levels and then to Teesside 
Polytechnic, where I met Sue.

First record - Sue: Debussy’s Clair 
de Lune

When I was 12 my 
parents let me have 
piano lessons. But I 
didn’t like walking 
home in the dark, 
because parts of Hull 
were quite rough so 
I gave up. I used to 
listen to my sister, 
who was a really good 
pianist, and try to play 
it myself. I could never 
get beyond the first 
two pages. So I have to 
listen to it as one of my 
favourites.

The father of one of my 
schoolfriends had been a chemical 
engineer. I remembered how he used 
to travel the world. It seemed like 
something worth doing, so I planned 
to give chemical engineering 10 years 
and then come back to farming. 
The subject is not pure chemistry 
but more about the engineering of 
factories and equipment that handle 
chemicals.

As part of a sandwich course I 
worked for a paper group in Kent 
and also with BP at the Isle of 
Grain refinery. I graduated in 1972, 
unfortunately a year when they were 
not employing any new graduates. 
Meanwhile my father had bought 
some more land so there was a 
chance I could go back home sooner 
rather than later.

Sue and I were engaged by now. I 
was offered other jobs but got back 
early into farming. Perhaps I should 
have done something else but having 
a house on the farm was a big attrac-
tion.

Mike and Sue Lindsell are popular figures in Ambo territory, known to hundreds as the friendly farmers who 
supply their free-range turkey at Christmas. But the innovative couple do more than rear poultry; they also 
manage a vineyard as well as growing conventional crops at their farms in Great Sampford and Radwinter End.

Both are unusual as farmers, having trained in technology – Mike in chemical engineering and Sue in com-
puter programming. They are also fully involved in the community, Sue singing in Saffron Walden Choral 
Society and the Sampford Singers. They have three children, Helen (40), Mark (38) and Simon (28). Here Paul 
Davies enjoys a Desert Island chat to them about their backgrounds and life at Salix Farm.
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Joint second choice: Leonard Co-
hen Suzanne.

It was something we remember from 
college. Cohen is actually far more 
musical than his rather monotonous 
delivery suggests and the lyrics are 
marvellous.

Paul: Was it all arable farming in 
those days?

Mike: No, mother started breeding 
turkeys in 1955. She kept 25 turkeys 
in the first year and did really well, 
so doubled it to 50 the next year At 
one point the market collapsed and 
she lost money. But we’ve done it 
every year since then. It’s an impor-
tant part of our business.

Farming had good times in the 
’70s and ’80s. Today the commodity 
market is very volatile - two years 
ago we were getting £250 a ton for 
wheat and now it’s down to £100.

Sue’s choice: March of the Toreador, 
from Bizet’s Carmen

I used to play that as a duet with my 
sister. I took up the bassoon at school/ 
Bizet was included in one of the first 
concerts I did and loved it. Last year 

in Saffron Walden Choral Society, we 
actually sang it in French and I never 
tire of it.

Paul: Sue, did you ever expect to 
become a farmer?

Sue: No I’m a townie, born and 
brought up in Hull. I went to school 
there, played out in the streets there, 
made my friends there for 18 years, 
so when I came down here I couldn’t 
tell a cabbage from a sugar beet.

My sister and I used to cycle to 
the ferry – there was no Humber 
bridge then. We’d catch a paddle 
steamer across the river and cycle 
the other side from New Holland to 
my Grandma’s, about 30 miles, at 
quite a young age. We had a lot of 
freedom.

I was at Newland High School for 
Girls with Maureen Lipman. She 
used to take the teachers off bril-
liantly, especially the headmistress. 
You can imagine her in the sixth 
form review - she had everyone in 
stitches.

Maths was my best subject; I 
didn’t want to take one of the nor-
mal careers like a nurse or teacher, so 
when I got a place at Teesside Poly in 
1968 I took computer science. The 
computer at college was the size of 
a house. It used magnetic tape and 
punched cards, but probably had less 
power than a domestic PC today. I 
learnt all the original programming 
languages - Cobol, Fortran, Pascal, 
Basic and later on C.

We married in 1973 in Sutton 
upon Hull. I was 22, he was 23 – 
quite young by today’s standard but 
not so unusual then.

My computer qualifications served 
me well. I was a systems analyst at 
Addenbrooke’s Hospital until I went 
full time into farming.

Paul: Are you unusual as farmers 
with industrial backgrounds?

Mike: Yes, most of our farming 
friends went to agricultural college. 
I wasn’t formally trained but when 
you’re brought up on a farm it’s in 

your blood. I love making things 
so my engineering background has 
been very useful around the farm.

It’s the same with our son Mark. 
He’s in partnership with us now, but 
he did music technology at college. 
A subject like that is never wasted.

Farming is quite high tech these 
days and you can buy in most of 
the information you need. We have 
an agronomist who walks the fields 
with us every two weeks to discuss 
the next stages of treatment.

Mike’s choice: I was born in 1950 
and was brought up with the Beatles, 
it was a close run thing between this 
and Hey Jude, but I have chosen John 
Lennon’s Imagine. It sums up the 
whole era.

Paul: Tell us about your famous 
turkeys.

Mike: We have about 390 acres in 
total, quite small in today’s terms. 
The challenge is to make the most of 
it, which is why the turkey business 
is such an important part. We now 
breed about 3,000 turkeys.

It is different from normal farm-
ing, where you are buying inputs 
from the cheapest supplier and sell-
ing to the highest bidder. With tur-
keys you have got to go out and sell 
your wares. Both our sons have been 
helping us with this, actually cycling 
round London with a rucksack, 
picking up independent butchers. 
We already have 500 orders for next 
Christmas.

Retailing to local people direct 
from the farm accounts for only 
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about 350 turkeys; the rest go to 
butchers or farm shops 

Sue: There are a lot of high class 
butchers springing up in London 
who are looking for top quality 
meat. We even sold two turkeys to 
Sainsbury’s when they had run out 
and Waitrose sent a customer to us 
when they had none left.

We used to sell them ‘long legged’, 
where the customer needed to do 
most of the preparation, but now 
they like them neatly bundled in a 
box.

Joint choice: Robbie Williams 
singing Angels.

We love the song and it was one of 
the first performances our son Simon 
did on the piano at the County High 
School.

Paul: So who does all the prepara-
tion?

Sue: The family pitch in and we 
have ten Eastern Europeans come 
over every year. This year we had 
seven Hungarians and three Poles.

They fly into Stansted and spend 
two weeks with us, staying at the 
farm. They are lovely people with 
a terrific work ethic who can’t do 
enough for you. The monthly wage 
over in Hungary is typically £300 so 
they can earn with us several months’ 
salary in a fortnight and they make a 
bit of a holiday of it as well.

We go online and get a load of 
food delivered from Tesco for them. 
Some come back year after year. One 
of the Hungarians has been coming 
every year for twelve years.

Mike: The great thing is they are 
sure to be here every day with no 
distractions. It’s terribly important 
as the operation is so time sensitive. 
They are such helpful guys. One day 
a butcher sent a van which arrived 
at 5 o’clock in the morning and they 
were very happy to get up, help load 
the van and then went back to bed.

Without the Eastern Europeans, I 
doubt if we’d have carried on doing 
the turkeys. We just couldn’t do the 
job without them. They are almost 
like family and they get on very well 
with each other.

Paul: Tell us about your vineyard.

Mike: We planted it in 1999. That 
came about with some friends who 
were keen to plant some vines in the 
corner of the field. We were told it 
would take five years for our first 
crop and that we would end up with 
2,000 bottles of wine, but we actu-
ally had our first vintage after two 
years. The next year we had 4,000 
bottles, the next 8,000 and we have 
had up to 13,000 off that two acre 
vineyard.

It started off as a hobby but just 
grew and grew. We didn’t plan on 
producing that much but realised 
with that amount of wine we had a 
market. We just grow the grapes – 
we’ve had various winemakers mak-
ing the wine and have had some very 
good years.

Mike: I like country and western so 
my next choice is Johnny Cash singing 
Jackson. Sue says: I didn’t used to like 
Johnny Cash but we have been to a 
couple of tribute evenings and he has 
really grown on me.

Sue: Our first wines were made 
in Framlingham (Suffolk). The first 
sparkling was done in Kent.

We did try to sell retail from the 
farm, but it is very difficult because 
even then we had to charge £8 or £9 
per bottle. We supplied restaurants 
as well, but it was a lot of money 
for wine that was just about okay, 
although there were some really good 
ones.

People tend to buy by variety these 
days, a Merlot perhaps, or a Sauvi-
gnon, whereas our varieties are all 
German, so we are selling on reputa-
tion and location instead.

The margins are very tight even at 
that price. We had to deliver it our-
selves and it is surprising how much 
is lost in transit. One broken bottle 
can make a whole case unsellable.

We eventually made the decision 
to stop producing our own and to 
sell the grapes to another vintner.

We really enjoyed doing it but the 
amount of time spent marketing just 
couldn’t be justified. Growers like the 
Australians and Chileans have the 
advantage of a large almost tax-free 
domestic market to support their 
operation. We are immediately hit 
with a tax of at least two pounds per 
bottle.

We also had extra costs transport-
ing our grapes to the winery, paying 
others to bottle it, cork it, bring it 
back here and then take it to the 
retailer.

We didn’t have time to market it 
properly. One of the bigger vineyards 
offered us a good price for our grapes 
and it just seemed a sensible thing to 
do. We sold them and had a cheque 
in the bank in three days. They blend 
ours in with their own grapes; it is 
sold as English wine with a proper 
‘passport’.

They sometimes mix their Bacchus 
grapes with our own. Bacchus is a 
popular German variety that does 
well here, with a florally, elderflower 
nose to it. The majority of our white 
wines were Bacchus. This will do for 
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the moment, but we are introducing 
a new variety and may start to sell 
locally again.

We have got planning permission 
to build a house for Mark which will 
also incorporate a café, where we can 
sell the new varieties. They would 
still be marketed as Sandyford wines. 
It’s the old name from which Samp-
ford is derived. We didn’t think Pant 
Valley sounded quite so good!

Mike: With wine making the cash 
flow is terrible. From the time you 
pick your grapes, it is six months 
before you get your wine back, then 
another six months to prepare it so 
you have a year minimum before 
seeing any possible return, but with 
sparkling wine it could be two or 
three years, whereas now we are sell-
ing grapes getting a really good price 
for them, the equivalent of £1.50 a 
bottle for just the grapes.

Sue’s choice: Eva Cassidy Fields of 
Gold

The line “the west wind moves upon 
the fields of barley” is just perfect for 
us.

All the grapes are picked by hand 
and a lot of local people come down 
to help. Some even see it as a nice 
outing for a summer’s day. We sit 
down at lunchtime with everyone 
and have a picnic, anything up to 
twenty people, picking at once.

It is a real community activity. 
There are not many farming jobs left 
like it.

Our final choice is a joint one: 
TheRighteous Brothers Unchained 
Melody.

We love the Elvis version too, but 
not quite as much as the Righteous 
Brothers.

Paul: What else do you grow on 
the farms?

Mike: Elsewhere we do the normal 
wheat, barley, sugarbeet, as well as 
the grapes. The sugarbeet goes to 
the Bury St. Edmunds factory. The 
farm is well established for the next 
generation.

What about favourite books to 
read?

Sue: I have never been a great read-
er except on holiday, but I would 
take Les Miserables by Victor Hugo. 
It is my favourite musical which I 
have seen about four or five times. 
I did start the book but lent it to 
someone and would love to go back 
and have time to read the whole 
thing.

Mike: I am more of a do-er than 
a reader. So on the island I would 
like a DIY book on yacht-making to 
plan my escape.

And a Luxury item?

Sue: I would take my piano and a 
big box of piano music, with a copy 
of Clair de Lune so I can learn to 
play it properly.

Mike: 20 years ago I built an AC 
Cobra (pictured) from scratch from 
a kit and spare parts from scrap 
yards. I would like to take that and a 
lot of petrol!

Mike and Sue Lindsell were  
interviewed for Ambo by Paul Davies
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Radwinter Pavilion & Rec Update
We’ve had several people ask the 

same questions, so I’m going to an-
swer to the best of my ability. First, 
the easy one:

Why site the new pavilion in 
the far corner of the rec?

The simple answer is that the 
planners wouldn’t let us put the new 
building where the old one stands. It 
makes sense anyway; the new build-
ing is going to be wider and higher 
than the old one, so needs to be far 
enough away not to have any impact 
on homes and gardens near the Rec.

Why has it taken so long?

Initially, we were slowed down by 
an out-dated constitution and an 
expired lease (the 
recreation ground 
is leased from the 
Parish Council.)

The lease has 
now been updated, 
and we now have 
a 99-year lease 
registered with the 
Land Registry. The 
constitution has 
been re-written 
and the charitable 
status has been 
changed to a more 
robust Charitable 
Incorporated Or-
ganisation (CIO).

As well as sort-
ing out the legal side of things, the 
Steering Group has spent a lot of 
time exploring options. We have 
looked at different types and sizes of 
building, been realistic about what 
we could afford and what the village 
can sustain and consulted with the 
current users.

As well as looking at affordability 
we were conscious that as the new 
building should enhance our lovely 
recreation ground we shouldn’t just 
go for cheap and cheerful and need 
to be something that would look 
good as well as being functional.

We have agreed that what we 
needed as a minimum was a build-
ing to support the activities on the 
recreation ground, to provide chang-
ing and showering facilities and a 
community area for those watching 
and waiting for those taking part 
outside. We used a Sport England 
guidance document in deciding the 
final design, and added a social and 
kitchen area as we felt that if the 
building could be let out for small 
functions the income from that 
would help fund the running costs.

Why are we planning so many 
additions to the recreation 
ground before we have the 

money for the new pavilion?

We had just got to the point where 
everything was in place to start ap-
plying for funding when something 
else that had been talked about for 
years happened.

Planning permission was granted 
for the extra housing behind East 
View Close and with that came the 
promise of an extra hectare of land 
and a large donation via the Parish 
Council for the recreation ground.

Although initially we thought that 
this would be enough money to 
build the pavilion, the new donation 
came with some ties.

The Parish Council wanted some-
thing to show that the village would 
benefit from the new development 
and had a wish list of items that they 
wanted to see on the Recreation 
Ground. As the emphasis was on 
new things, they did not want the 
money to be spent on the pavilion, 
which was a replacement rather than 
a new item. The items on their wish 
list were: a MUGA (multi-use games 
area), improvements to the play-
ground, a road to the new pavilion 
and a further football pitch on the 
new hectare of land.

After discussions between the Par-
ish Council, the Recreation Ground 
Trustees and the Pavilion Steering 

Group it was 
agreed that 
there would be 
a great advan-
tage both with 
funding and 
planning for 
the steering 
group to take 
on the whole 
project and 
that the dona-
tion would be 
passed to the 
Recreation 
Ground to-
wards all the 
improvements.

While it is 
exciting to have 

this large donation and the prospect 
of new facilities on the recreation 
ground, the additional work needed 
to incorporate these additions has set 
us back several months. We have had 
to re-cost the project and reconfigure 
the layout of the improvements to 
best fit in the space we have. This 
has also meant that we have missed 
some grant deadlines because we 
didn’t have all the information to 
proceed. As a steering group we 
didn’t feel that there was any other 
option but to go with the whole 
project. Nobody would have taken 
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SPARROWS HILL  
(on the B1052  between Saffron Walden & Newport) 

TEL. 01799 542504
  

    Eve’s TearoomINTERIORS s GIFTS

Also at  
Sparrows Hill is

WE BELIEVE QUALITY HOME
INSURANCE CAN’T BE RUSHED 

We’ll invest time to help you ensure you
get the right cover for your home.

Call 01799 522248 
for a quote or pop in 
NFU Mutual Branch, 
28/28a Gold Street, 
Saffron Walden, 
Essex, CB10 1EJ

Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.

us seriously for grant applications 
if we had continued while money 
was being spent on other parts of 
the recreation ground. Some of our 
investigations and discussions have 
already meant that we are able to 
divert some of the new donation to 
the pavilion and we know that we 
can make savings by grouping some 
of the works together and be able 
to show match funding for grant 
applications.

Where are we now?

Well, we have our wish list and we 
have a budget estimate of costs so 
now we just need to find the funds. 
The target for the whole project is 
£410k, we have raised or have been 
promised £252k, so to do every-
thing planned we only need to find 
another £158k. We have just gone 
out to tender for the pavilion build-
ing and are about to submit a grant 
application to DEFRA.

If, once we have exhausted all the 
fundraising options, we have not 
met our target we will continue with 
the fundraising and prioritise and 
phase the project accordingly so that 
we can make a start. We have been 
encouraged by the support we have 
had locally with fund raising events 
and donations and welcome new 
ideas and offers of support.

The first tangible development 
will be a new Zip Wire in the play 
area in the first quarter and we hope 
to we hope to make a start on the 
Pavilion by this time next year.

The next local event will be the 
Duck Race on Easter Monday fol-
lowed by the Hangi Hog on June 
11th (see advert on page 38.)

Julie Haines 
Steering Group Chair

Example plan for a 25 metre two-way zip wire
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Having lived in a 
village all my life, 
I would consider 

myself as belonging to that 
very select category of being 
a “villager”. Three years ago I 
upped sticks and moved (tem-
porarily) away to the North of 
England to get myself a uni-
versity education, and it’s only 
now I’ve spent some time 
living in York that I’ve started 
to realise just what being from 
a village means.

News flash: village people 
are not like other people. 
There are those ladies and gen-
tlemen, “townies” we will call them, 
who do not know their neighbours’ 
names. Not even their names. I am 
quite proud that I know the names 
of at least 70% of the inhabitants 
of my village, even if I don’t know 
them in person. Sometimes it feels 
as though we have a good selection 
of them in our living room every 
Christmas Eve, but I digress. The real 
point I would like to make is that 
“village-people” are trained to look at 
the world in a different way.

My town-abiding housemate 
doesn’t see the point in knowing 
her neighbours names. She consid-
ers herself nosy if she can remember 

which house in her cul-de-sac certain 
faces belong to. She doesn’t care if 
they go on holiday, or what their 
children do at the weekends, or how 
many cakes they can make 24-hours 
before an event. And because of this, 
she will now think the same wher-
ever she lives. In York, the only time 
she ever thinks about our neigh-
bours is when either we have stolen 
their post, or they come round with 
cheese scones (as a thank you for 
‘looking after’ their post). Whereas I, 
village resident that I am, will always 
wave and smile at people in the 
street that I think I might vaguely 
recognise. I took great pains to learn 

the names and birthdays of the 
fifty residents of my first-year 
accommodation block, most of 
whom I am still in at least brief 
contact with. I asked for their 
addresses and sent Christmas 
cards. I enjoyed doing all those 
little personal things that con-
stitute ‘getting to know people’. 
I would like to think of this as 
being a village mentality.

Constantly used to people 
saying ‘you live where?’ we are 
much more talkative than your 
average city-dweller. Much 
more accepting of having to 

drive for at least ten minutes 
before we see the next signs of 
civilisation, we are overjoyed by the 
fact that a supermarket is a whole 
ten minutes’ walk away, rather than 
complaining about there not being 
a Co-op on every street corner. The 
fact that takeaway places will deliver 
is nothing short of a miracle – who 
cares if they’re late? We take our 
small-town skills to the big city and 
treat it accordingly. My housemates 
just laugh when I tell them about 
village life (the Duck race is always 
a quacker.) But I am the only one 
brave enough to pop next door be-
cause I’ve run out of sugar… 

Annie Camp

The Art of Knowing Your Neighbours

Annie in York, her home city from home village, Radwinter



Spring 2016

47

aynhams
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Get in touch!
Our experts in Design, 
Development and 
SEO will be glad 
to help you with all 
your online needs. 

FX

Local Testimonial

“Jonny at Heavenister 
did a terrific job 
designing our web 
site and listening 
to our needs and 
ideas. We are 
really pleased with 
everything he 
has done and the 
support he has 
given us.”

Radwinter CofE 
Primary School 

...for Websites, eCommerce 
and online stores, Content 
Management Systems, 
Databases, Syncronised 
Calendars, Bespoke email 
addresses, Hosting and 
Domain Name help and 
support, Online Marketing 
Campaigns and Email 
Newsletters, Google 
Analytics, Webmaster Tools 
reporting, WordPress...

jonny@heavenister.co.uk www.heavenister.co.uk

2nd March
Waitrose Fish

6th April
Beware of Scams 

Police

4th May
M B Parker

1st June
Mystery Trip

Information from  
Dianne Redfern

01799 599365

Radwinter 
Friendship 

Group
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Radwinter Village History
In the winter edition of Ambo, 

with grateful thanks for the help 
of Dave Smith, I was able to 

publish a picture by the renowned 
Observer photographer, Jane Bown. 
It had previously appeared on the 
front cover of The Observer Magazine 
for 15th December 1985 and showed 
two little Radwinter girls, Helen 
Hughes and Naomi Tuxworth, with 
their Harvest Festival Marrows. 

Its publication prompted Matthew 
Moss of Hempstead to write to me 
saying that the picture had appeared 
in Jane Bown’s book, Pillars of the 
Church. Matthew, who was Jane 
Bown’s son, told me that his moth-
er’s book also contained another 
Radwinter picture and he promised 
to send a copy to me. I grateful ac-
cepted.

When It arrived, I saw that it was 
a picture that had been published 
in The Observer Magazine on 21st 
August 1966, the issue which con-
tained a feature on Radwinter W.I.’s 

award-winning scrapbook. 
It showed Katie Newell pol-
ishing the brass in Radwin-
ter Church. Katie was the 
last remaining member of 
the Newell family in Rad-
winter. The Newell family 
farmed Little Brockholds, 
where they raised pigs and 
sold the meat in Newells 
Store in the centre of Rad-
winter. This became The 
Brewery Tavern shop and 
when that closed it became 
a private house renamed 
The Old Brewery.

Matthew confirmed 
that the literary executors 
of Jane Bown’s book were 
happy for us to publish 
these photos in Ambo pro-
vided we acknowledge her 
copyright. We are pleased 
to do so.

Backdoor in Radwinter   Copyright Jane Bown

Katie Newell polishing brass in Radwinter Church in 1966   Copyright Jane Bown

Receipt of the picture 
prompted me to look 
through the 1966 Observer 
Magazine, where I discov-
ered that the cover picture 
was also by Jane Bown. This 
prompted me to ask if any 
of the other pictures in the 
issue were also by her.

I gave Matthew spare 
copies of each of the two 
colour supplements and 
asked if he could identify 
any to the other pictures as 
by his mother. If any other 
photographs are identified 
they will hopefully appear 
in future editions of Ambo.

Michael Southgate 
Tel: 01799 599478 

radwinter.recorder@hotmail.
com
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Hempstead 
100 Club 
Winners

December 2015
 1st Sean McCarthy £20
 2nd John Welham £10
 3rd Mel Pollitt £5

January 2015
 1st Keith Sharpe £20
 2nd Sarah Jane Davies £10
 3rd Lauren Hoar £5

February 2016
 1st Dorothy Gibbs £20
 2nd Lauren Hoar £10
 3rd Sue Ray £5

Call Julie 599454; subscription £20

Sampford 
100 Club 
Winners

November 2015
 32 Mrs Kerry Braithwaite £20
 61 Mrs Diana Zurlinden £20
 95 Mrs Molly Walshe £20

December 2015
 54 Mr David Cousins £20
 38 Miss Madeline Buttle £20
 17 Mr K Meredew £20
 Bonus £50 winner:
  Mr Mark Pannett £50

January 2016
 84 Mrs Hazel Cross £20
 58 Mrs Marilyn Edwards £20
 60 Mr Brian Hedges £20
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Down on the Farm

Your Local
Florist
I pride myself in providing a friendly, personal
service and creating natural floral designs, with 
a contemporary twist, for all occasions – from a
casual hand-tied arrangement, a floral ‘cake’ 
(no calories!), arrangements in your home,
workplace, or other venue, to a sympathetic
funeral spray.
Visit my website or Facebook page to see a
sample of my work.  If you would like help/advice
or wish to place an order please do not hesitate
to call or email.

Amanda Waples’ Flowers
Bull House, Great Sampford
Saffron Walden, CB10 2RL

t: 01799 586 556   m: 07989 797 870
e: amanda@amandawaplesflowers.co.uk
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After an autumn that was 
almost perfect for the drill-
ing of winter crops we have 

had a very mild and wet winter. 
This is a combination that signals 
a potentially difficult spring from 
the point of view of disease control. 
Weeds continue to grow as the soil 
temperature remains above normal 
for the time of year. Aphid activity 
has been reported and slugs have 
also remained active in some fields. 
Pigeons (and rabbits) are also now 
causing damage to oilseed rape and 
every effort is being made to keep 
them on the move. What we need is 
a spell of really cold, frosty weather.

 Each season brings its own chal-
lenges and every farmer handles 
them in a different way. Despite 
many technological advances farm-
ing still remains a constant battle 
against weather, weeds, insects and 

disease. We have now been notified 
that the cattle are to be TB tested.

On the day of the test we need 
plenty of help to ensure the process 
goes as smoothly as possible and to 
ensure both people and cattle remain 
safe. Bovine TB is an infectious dis-
ease for which there is no cure. I de-
spair for the many farmers who have 
had a positive test resulting in their 
animals being culled. Badger culling 
is a very emotive subject, farmers do 
not want to see all badgers killed, we 
just need to deal with TB infection 
in wildlife as well as cattle. A vaccine 
for cattle is still some way off. There 
is talk of vaccinating badgers, but I 
am not sure how effective it would 
be. However, the fact remains that 
the financial impact of TB is huge 
not only to farmers but also to the 
tax payer.

Giles

As you are aware, Ambo 
depends on its advertisers to 
fund the cost of printing the 

magazine, so it is important to tell 
any advertiser that you use that you 
saw their advert here.

We still need to find businesses to 
advertise with us as we are not cur-
rently covering our costs, and we do 
wish to keep up the standards we’ve 
set ourselves in producing a high 
quality prize-winning publication.

In this first issue of 2016, some 
advertisers have dropped out, but 
we have some new ones including a 
holiday villa in Spain, KDW Finan-
cial Services, Chop and Chisel and 
a local classic car meet, so do have a 
look and see if something takes your 
eye.  Also several of our advertisers 
have upgraded to colour adverts, 
and quite a few have updated their 
design and content, so something 
else for you to discover.

Happy reading...

Frank Bannister

Support 
Your Local...

Sampfords Parish Council invites 
you to a public meeting to be held at 
8pm on Thursday 14th April 2016 
in Great Sampford Village Hall.

County Broadband will be provid-
ing a presentation to the commu-
nity, explaining who they are, what 
they do, and why they are different 
from other broadband suppliers.

County Broadband utilise aerials 
to deliver superfast broadband to 
speeds of up to 32mb in both down-
load and upload, which is delivered 
in a very similar way to television. If 
you can get a signal you choose what 
speed you want to receive.

Sampfords 
Broadband
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Mother was born to Edmund 
and Mamie Mansfield on 
June 22, 1916 in their 

flat above the family dairy; the only 
daughter of five children.

She met Jack when she was 12 and 
he was 15. They met after school and 
on Sunday afternoons at the Young 
Peoples Fellowship. The fortunes of 
the dairy business fluctuated and they 
realised that they had much in com-
mon as bailiffs were often seen at the 
door of either home.

Through all the financial difficulties 
Mamie managed to keep Marion at 
her private school as it was arranged 
that Marion would spend part of the 
day teaching the infants. Thus began 
her teaching career. Ilford education 
authority then agreed to fund her 
place at College provided she repaid 
the loan while working for Ilford after 
qualification.

With the war the School was 
evacuated to Ipswich. Luckily Jack was 
billeted close by and they arranged to 
get married - an army event complete 
with an arch of crossed swords. She 
records the one day honeymoon:-

‘When we arrived and opened our 
bags, horror of horrors confetti show-
ered everywhere. Wet flannels removed 
some but not all. We lay on the bed 
and laughed and laughed. Finally we 
retired for the night, it had been a long 
and happy day and we were both tired. 
What a dirty night it was! I am always 
in trouble for expressing it like that; 
but the wind was howling, a storm got 
up and we saw a ship blown up at sea.

The marriage had to be kept secret 
as Ilford education authority did 
not allow married women to teach. 
Marion removed her wedding ring and 
continued teaching until the ’bump’ 
which was Christine became too obvi-
ous.

Marion moved several times to be 
near to Jack and was at Woodbridge 
when Deirdre was born, to quote from 
her diary at the time “Baby arrived 

unexpectedly, no nurse, no doctor, we 
(she and her sister in law) managed to 
keep smiling and shared the brandy”.

She was extremely fond of all her 
grand-children, the extended family 
and friends and neighbours in the vil-
lage. She was always interested to hear 
what they were doing and to rejoice in 
their successes.

After the war Marion and Jack 
moved to Little Clacton. At first 
Marion was a supply teacher cycling 
to schools with 3 year old Deirdre on 
a seat on the back of the bicycle and 
being left to play in the infants’ class.

Marion was always conscious of 
her upbringing and was keen to help 
disadvantaged children both by educa-
tion and passing on our clothes, shoes, 
books and toys – even if we hadn’t 
finished with them. She got involved 
with the Guide movement, becoming 
District Commissioner and for many 
years took guides camping.

In 1966 the headship of Radwinter 
School became available and Jack was 
appointed and so the family moved 
again. It was the happiest and most 
fulfilling period of their lives with 
Marion only leaving the village in June 
this year.

Marion concluded her teaching as 
Headmistress at Littlebury Primary 
School and then at R. A. Butler Junior 
School. We are often told ‘Mrs Gillon 
used to teach me’.

Marion would try her hand at any-
thing be it canoeing with the school 
children on adventure holidays or 
learning to use a computer at the age 
of 88. Jack was much amused to come 

home one evening to find that during 
the day Marion had purchased the 
materials and panelled the bath. The 
panels are still there!

Marion and Jack enjoyed camping 
holidays. Unfortunately the Guide 
way and the Army way of putting up 
a tent varied considerably. Once this 
little difficulty was overcome they had 
a wonderful time. Marion’s motto on 
camping was “leave nothing behind 
but your thanks”. We would like to 
thank all her friends and neighbours 
for their friendship and support.

Marion entered into and enjoyed 
many of the village activities. Her tak-
ing of the WI minutes were renowned 
for saying what she thought should 
have been said and done rather than 
what actually happened. Many will 
remember the ‘no baking cakes for 
the local hospital’, health and safety 
policies and Marion’s inclusion in the 
photograph which reached the Daily 
Mail. She was heard on local radio in 
a calm and sure manner holding her 
ground

On retirement she was able to take 
up art again and with many of her 
friends from the village, design and 
make the church kneelers. She joined 
the quilting group and thoroughly 
enjoyed the work and the companion-
ship.

It was with some difficulty that we 
persuaded her to resign from various 
church and village committees when 
she was well past 90. It seemed that 
she feared Radwinter could not survive 
without her input and she continued 
to take an interest in all that was going 
on. She enjoyed hearing pieces read 
from Ambo and did not forget her 
friends in the village.

We remember someone saying of 
Marion “If we had more women like 
your Mother we would never have lost 
the empire”

Marion died on 5 December and re-
turned to St Mary the Virgin, Radwin-
ter, the church and village she loved.

Marion Blagdon Gillon 1916 - 2015
A celebration of her life by Christine and Deirdre

Jack and Marion Gillon
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Grant Walshe 1932 - 2015

Grant was born in Coventry 
just around the corner from 
me but it was not until our 

teenage years that we cemented our 
friendship. We went trainspotting, 
to the speedway, youth club, music 
and sport, particularly cricket and 
football and watching Coventry 
City. This dominated our lives and 
we watched them play whenever we 
could.

We both passed the 11 +, Grant 
was allocated a place at Bablake 
and I went to the other Grammar 
School. Whilst at Bablake he was 
asked by a careers advisor what his 
ambitions were. Grant had no hesi-
tation in telling them that he wanted 
to be a bank manager, so he left 
school at 16 and joined Barclays. In 
those days if the tills did not balance 
the staff stayed on until the error was 
found. Grant was never angry about 
staying on and was delighted if he 
was the one to discover the missing 

three pence halfpenny; an early sign 
of his dedication to banking.

At the age of 18 His Majesty 
required us to do National Service 
and Grant was posted to Hampshire 
where he met Molly who became his 
wife for over 60 years and supported 
him in all he did.

They moved on seven occasions as 
his career progressed. They lived in 
Birmingham, Dorridge, Leamington 
Spa, Dunmow, Bristol and finally 
Cardiff, where he rose to become 
Regional Director of South Wales 
and became an active member of the 
business community.

They moved to Great Sampford in 
2001 to be nearer to their family and 
became involved with village life. He 
was the Treasurer for the Conserva-
tives in Sampford, ran the 100 club 
for the church and spent many a 
happy hour at the Saffron Walden 
Golf club where he was Captain of 
the EGGS.

He was a devoted family man and 
especially proud of the achievements 
of his six grandchildren.

Grant Walshe  
21st June 1932 - 29th December 2015

Colin Watkins 

Betty Keen 1921 - 2015
Betty was born on the 14th 

April 1921. She was one of 
four children born to Herbert 

& Isobel. She attended the village 
school in Finchingfield up to the age 
of fourteen when she left to join her 
sisters in service at Vespers House 
in West Sussex. She met Curly,  her 
future husband, there as he was the 
groceries delivery boy. As this was 
1939, he was called up and joined 
the RAF. Betty worked in a muni-
tions factory during the war for a 
while but, as her parents had a farm 
in Little Sampford, she returned 
home and became part of the Land 
Army. Curly was granted leave and, 
on the 16th June 1941 they were 
married at St. Michaels Church, 
Great Sampford.

After the war, they set up home 
together in Little Sampford where 
their two children, Valerie and Gra-

ham were born. Whilst her children 
were growing up, she worked in the 
kitchen of the local school and was 
the Akela for the local Cub pack.

When Betty was widowed in 
1967, she took up full-time em-
ployment in Thaxted and then at 

Pedleys in Saffron Walden, where 
she worked until she was well into 
her eighties.

She loved a drink in the pub and 
enjoyed talking to people but she 
was also a very good listener. She 
had a great sense of humour and 
enjoyed a good laugh. She could be 
stubborn but was a strong-willed 
and independent lady.

She was very much a family person 
and was very proud of her children, 
her granddaughters, Rachel and 
Sarah and her great grandchildren, 
Harriet and Georgie.

Betty was kind, good natured and 
much respected and will be sorely 
missed by everyone who knew her.

Betty Keen 
14th April 1921 – 12th December 
2015

Graham Keen
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Maureen Ramsay 1925 - 2016

Following her parents 
move from the North 
of England to North 

Chingford, Maureen was 
born on the 13th of June 
1925. 

Having grown up in 
North Chingford, and 
attended the local school, 
Maureen initially wanted 
to train to be an actress, so 
went to study at RADA. 
However, at that time, there 
wasn’t a lot of money to be 
had in acting, so Maureen 
left RADA and went on to 
train to be a teacher.

Once qualified as a 
teacher, Maureen went to 
lecture in maths at Forest 
Road School, Walthamstow, 
before moving on to work 
at Barking College. She was 
very much liked as a lecturer 
by her students and col-
leagues. She was very good 
at her teaching job, which 
may well have been helped 
by her acting. Both involve 
playing to an audience which Mau-
reen relished, though for different 
reasons, acting for pleasure, and 
teaching to communicate informa-
tion.

For a while, Maureen was in the 
Air Force, stationed at Wethersfield 
it was here that she met a Canadian 
gentleman also serving in the Air 
Force. They went on to marry, but 
having bought Flea Hall in Little 
Sampford in the early 1950’s, he 
returned to Canada and the couple 
then divorced. Maureen however, 
remained working in London whilst 
living in Sampford, driving up on a 
Tuesday, staying for two nights and 
returning to the village on a Thurs-
day. 

Maureen threw herself into village 
life. Always having an interest in 
acting, Maureen became involved 
with the Thaxted Chronicle Play-
ers which is where she made many 
friends. Although she did act on 
occasions, Maureen concentrated 
mainly on producing the shows. 
She could be a ‘bit of a dragon’ at 
times and worked the players very 
hard during their rehearsals, though 
it was always ‘alright on the night!’ 
Some of the shows and concerts that 
Maureen produced were held in 
the village churches as fundraisers, 
as although Maureen didn’t attend 
church she was very keen that the 
beautiful buildings should remain 
standing. The highlight for me was 
helping her produce Becket in Great 
Sampford church.

As well as being involved 
in the production of plays, 
Maureen loved going to the 
theatre, opera and ballet 
herself, and as a member 
of the WI arranged many 
trips. She also organised 
theatre trips for the village 
which were a great suc-
cess, though co-ordinating 
tickets and transport and 
supper arrangements for 
groups of twenty people at 
a time was definitely not a 
task for the faint hearted. 

Maureen was a very busy 
lady, for along with her act-
ing and producing she en-
joyed hunting with hounds. 
She also started a poetry 
group, cared for her mother 
for many years (as she was 
now living in Finchingfield) 
and as a member of the 
village hall committee was 
heavily involved with the 
fundraising for a new hall 
when the old hall was sold.

About ten years ago Mau-
reen moved to Thaxted where she 
was not so isolated and much nearer 
to the shops, but while still driving 
made regular trips back to Sampford 
for the WI, her theatre trips, or just 
to get her hair done.

Maureen was a very sociable per-
son who enjoyed a good conversa-
tion, a good laugh and a good party. 
She was also a very feisty, independ-
ent lady with a very strong character.

She will be sorely missed by all 
those who knew her.

Maureen Ramsay 
13th June 1925 – 3rd January 2016

Susan Collins
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The Sampfords Society
At last there is good news 

concerning Kingfisher 
Lodge. A former garage has 

been transported to Tewes and over 
several weeks reassembled, painted 
and fitted out as a secure weather-
proof depository for the Society’s 
archives. A decorative nameplate will 
be affixed in due course. Thanks are 
due to Steve Horne for finding it, 
and, with the assistance of Martin 
Cross, doing the physical work to 
Kingfisher Lodge Mark II. Transfer-
ring and storing the archive material 
will be the next big task.

There has been only little activ-
ity within the Society over the past 
3 months, The Garden Club held 
a meeting in December to plan 
the 2016 programme, which will 
include garden visits and a talk. 
Details will follow. As always at these 
informal meetings a variety of topics 
form the basis of conversation, and 
a few quiz questions were discovered 
among some papers sent by Jan 
McLaren, who, having moved away, 

is now not able to attend meet-
ings. Our new coordinator is Chris 
Knight at Monks Corner, in whose 
home we met.

For the past 2 years the bien-
nial New Year Event occupied the 
committee’s attention, with several 
discussions, more intense as the 
time drew near, about how best 
to present the suggested theme of 
birds. On January 30th all the plans 
came together and “Mr. and Mrs. 
Kingfisher” took flight, this overall 
title being chosen as said bird is the 
emblem of the Society and of The 
Sampfords.

Providing an appropriate setting 
in the Village Hall there were birds 
decorating table napkins, bunting 
made of bird pictures, colour illus-
trations of birds on screens, a display 
of bird books, a large jigsaw, and a 
member’s collection of “kingfisher-
alia”, comprising pictures and small 
items featuring kingfishers.

Forming two intervals in the 
entertainment a substantial meal 
(no poultry or game to be seen!) of 
salmon, ham, salads and the custom-
ary array of high-calorie desserts was 
enjoyed, accompanied by a selection 
of beverages including Kingfisher 
ale. 

The proceedings began with the 
delivery to each table of confec-
tionery eggs in a nest, appropriately 
followed by the recitation of a poem 
about fledglings. Over a dozen 
different species were the subject 
of the poems, readings, piano solo 
and Egyptian dance (what grace, 

what control!), and many more were 
mentioned by the threading through 
these items of a 6-part look at the 
part birds play in everyday life, 
such as advertising, the arts, names, 
superstition and especially language. 
Following the audience participa-
tion in “The owl and the pussycat” 
a query “What is a runcible spoon?” 
met with one suggestion that it was 
a spoon with a bowl at each end. 
However, subsequent research from 
more than one source indicates that 
it is a fork-like implement with 
two broad prongs and one sharp 
curved prong. During the evening 
the guests were invited to tackle a 
bird quiz, which, though considered 
challenging by most was won by one 
table’s occupants with full marks.

A successful event like this might 
appear effortless, but quite apart 
from the stresses of performance the 
organisation is rather like a swan 
apparently gliding smoothly through 
the water but with extremely ener-
getic paddling underneath. Special 
thanks must be extended to the 

noble member who 
volunteered to spend 
the evening alone in 
the kitchen, washing 
up.

What we need now 
is a theme for the 
2018 event. Sugges-
tions please!

Jane Lawrence
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Mercer & Hughes
Veterinary Surgery
Mercer & Hughes
Veterinary Surgery

www.mercerandhughes.co.uk

24 HOUR IN-HOUSE 
EMERGENCY SERVICE

 

Great Dunmow
01371 872 836

5-6 Chelmsford Road Ind. Estate
Great Dunmow CM6 1HD

Stansted Mountfitchet
01279 813780

80 Cambridge Road
Stansted Essex CM24 8DA

Saffron Walden
01799 522082 / 521406 

14 Radwinter Road Saffron Walden 
Essex CB11 3JB

• FREE NURSE CLINICS • NURSE ON SITE 24 HOURS 

We are trying to trace our 
ancestor Joseph Swan(n) 
born Wimbish 1833 

died 1866. His parents were John 
and Mary. Joseph married Martha 
Suckling born in Thaxted 1841.

We believe we found her parent’s 
resting place but we cannot find any 
trace of how Joseph died (perhaps 
cholera) or where he was buried. 

His brothers and sister: George 
1827, Susan 1830, John 1834. 
Joseph and Martha’s children: Emily 
1859, Arthur 1863, Johnny (my 
line) 1863 who had a daughter 
Emily 1896 – 1970 who married 
Frank Kent 1894 - 1946. 

From census information we have: 
1851 Radwinter, 1861 Wimbish. 
1871 Martha was married to Robert 
Surry (Surrey). Their children Rob-
ert Jnr 1878 and Robert’s children 
from his first marriage, Martha 
1850, David 1852, Elizabeth 1854, 
Josiah 1855, Ada 1870. 

From WW2 the family lived in 
Much Hadham and Littlebury. We’d 
love any help and gained a great deal 
of information from Saffron Walden 
library, and Wimbish and Radwinter 
churches but simply drew a blank 
with Joseph’s death and resting place. 

I’d also be interested to know how 
the name Swan Meadow Car Park, 
Saffron Walden, originated and if 
‘Swan’ is any connection to my fam-
ily or coincidence. 

Please drop me a line at  
primroses007@yahoo.co.uk or  
2 Moat Terrace, Walpole St Peter, 
Norfolk, PE14 7PB.

Thank you very much

Lesley Harbron

Tracing 
Joseph 
Swan

Continued from page 6

Nepal
Their positive and cheerful out-

look and plans to rebuild their lives 
has made us feel quite humble and 
extremely grateful for what we have 
at home.

Moving forward we must remem-
ber the challenges we faced when 
trekking and the problems faced by 
these lovely people and hope that 
it will help us as we move through 
education and onto employment.

We have learned a great deal from 
this experience, both about ourselves 
and about the lives of people in 
Nepal. We have learned how to be 
resilient and have seen great resil-
ience and cheerfulness amongst the 
Nepalese who have had to deal with 
some immense devastation and loss. 

We have learned how to work as 
a team, to be tolerant and resource-
ful, to look after ourselves and take 
care of our belongings and to cherish 
what we have, not taking them for 

granted. We have seen how those 
who have little show determination 
to improve their surroundings and 
their opportunities for the future – 
things that we here in westernised 
society take for granted.

We enjoyed getting to know peo-
ple on the team, seeing the breath-
taking scenery in Nepal, experienc-
ing the lives of those who have little 
or nothing, teaching football skills 
to Barpak children, playing with 
them, interacting with them, teach-
ing them English. We enjoyed being 
part of a team, being encouraged 
and supported and returning the 
favour when needed.

We would like to thank the fol-
lowing groups and organisations that 
helped us both to get to Nepal and 
experience the trip of a lifetime: Jack 
Petchey, Uttlesford District Council, 
Great Sampford Parish Council, 
Great Sampford Youth Club, Ethan 
Linwood Memorial Fund and all 
others that have supported us.

Ollie Cole and Alfie Smith



Spring 2016

57

ComputerCare 
All types of Computer support 

and maintenance 
 

 Problem solving 
 Broadband & Wireless 
 New system installation 
 Data recovery 
 Repairs 
 Advice on new PC 
 Tablets & iPads 

We aim to have satisfied customers who 
 will recommend us to others 

01799 520514 

mail@computercare-saffronwalden.co.uk 
www.computercare-saffronwalden.co.uk 

 
Our customers are homes and small businesses 
 in Saffron Walden and the surrounding area. 
We are fully independent and are not agents 

of any manufacturer or supplier. 
30 years experience in professional computing. 

 

CYQ Qualified Level 3 
Registered Exercise Professional 
 
Personal Training. 
Toning. Improved Fitness. 
Weight Loss. Nutrition. 

  Gary Kidd 
Personal Trainer 
                       
Packages available         
with discounts for  
multiple session bookings. 
 
Vouchers available to 
give as gifts. 
 
Free Initial 
assessment. 
             Health is Wealth 
     Why not invest in your health  
     and fitness. All abilities catered for. 
                    Whatever your goals let me help                                  you achieve them. 
  
             Real Training for 
                          Real People with     
                  Real Results  
   
  For further details please call me on 
           07772 202 344 
                                           Or Email 
            gkpersonaltrainer@hotmail.co.uk 
        
 
 

  

• Purpose built funeral homes   
• Private chapels of rest      
• Arrangements can be made in the comfort of 

your own home   
• Funeral pre-planning advice 

 

Shire Hill 
SAFFRON WALDEN 

(01799) 523314 

45 Moorfield Rd 
DUXFORD 

(01223) 833463 

66b High St 
SAFFRON WALDEN 

(01799) 513513 

www.peasgoodandskeates.co.uk 

A personal, caring service from a  
local business day or night 

Bingo at 
Sampfords  

Village 
Hall

How about a bit of fun one 
afternoon? Sampfords Vil-
lage Hall is going to run 

a Bingo session on Saturday 27th 
February, from 3.00 – 5.00. 

We will be serving tea and cakes 
to keep our energy levels up. If the 
afternoon is a success we hope to 
make this a regular monthly event, 
and if you don’t like bingo we will 
consider adding other games like 
dominoes.

It will be a good chance to meet 
and chat, and brighten up the day.
Entry will be free.

Jill Palmer
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Dad’s Drawers - Part 4 
The Pig, the Pheasant, and the Paper Bag

Since 2012 Radwinter resident Julie has been publishing an online blog about the contents of the cornucopian 
drawers of treasure or junk that her compulsive collector father Fred left behind when he departed this life aged 92. 

The story continues with Part 4 from January 2013. Arrangements and photos by Julie.

I have noticed two things over 
the past few months. The first is 
that I have inherited the ‘might-

come-in-useful-one-day’ gene. While 
sorting through dad’s things, I can’t 
bring myself to throw away anything 
that looks like it might be a part of 
something else even though I know 
that the likelihood of me recognising 
that ‘something else’ is fairly slim. 
In true Plisner fashion I now have 
a pile of these almost-useful objects 
waiting for their long-lost counter-
part that, for all I know, could be 
lying in the very same pile. One day 
it will have to be dealt with - but not 
today.

The second is that my once-large 
garage appears to be shrinking; 
strangely dad’s looks more spacious 
than usual.

A couple of blogs ago, when I told 
the tale of the guns there was a sug-
gestion that dad may have had them 
to try to shoot a pheasant. This is the 
story of the pheasants at the end of 
the garden and one about the Agnes 
the pig; interspersed as usual with 
more drawers and collections.

After moving into the house near 
Cambridge, dad harboured ideas 
about using his one acre of land to 

become self-sufficient. 
For inspiration a 
visit was paid to John 
Seymour, the 1960’s 
Self-Sufficiency guru 
(on whom the TV 
series The Good Life 
was said to be based) 
at his small-holding in 
Suffolk. Mum recently 
told me that she and 
dad had been disap-
pointed with the visit. 
While they were there, John’s wife 
returned from a day’s shopping in 
London having purchased lots of 
fancy cheeses. This was not a model 

of self-sufficiency that 
mum and dad were 
particularly interested 
in subscribing to and 
anyway my mum always 
hated blue cheese.

Not to be deterred 
from the ideal, in the 
years while I was grow-
ing up, dad used the 
garden to house bee-
hives, pigs, one sheep, 
geese, ducks, chickens 
and rabbits and there 

was always a vegetable patch full 
of leeks and potatoes. Having lived 
off the land for several years, whilst 
hiding in rural France during the 
war, dad was quite a dab hand at 
killing, plucking and gutting 
most things and, apart from 
the occasions when my pet 
rabbits appeared as Sunday 
lunch, we were all quite 
happy to go along with it.

Agnes, our first pig ap-
peared when dad realised 
that the school where he 
taught was disposing of 
large volumes of food on 

a daily basis. Anyone who experi-
enced school dinners of the 60’s and 
70’s will remember why more was 
thrown away than was ever eaten 
and I am sure that a large propor-
tion of the pigs-swill was tapioca and 
re-hydrated cabbage which at my 
school seemed to be on the menu 
every day. True to form dad decided 
that he could put this waste to good 
use. He purchased a pig, two plastic 
dustbins and some wire fencing. A 
pen was constructed in the back gar-
den and before too long Agnes was 
in residence. Each day dad would 
return from school, the two plastic 
dustbins in the back of his Austin 
1300 full of the still-lukewarm food, 
along with that familiar school-
dinner aroma. Agnes would snort 
with delight as the dustbins were 
emptied into her trough. That same 
pattern continued for several years, 
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during which time we bred pigs and 
ate pork as an alternative to chicken 
and my rabbits were spared. Then 
new regulations came in that stated 
all such food had to be re-processed 
before it was fed to animals. At 
which point the pigs were recycled 
into the freezer.

Much of my childhood was spent 
rounding up said livestock from 
other people’s gardens in the village 
(neighbouring villages in the case 
of the sheep). The geese were the 
worst offenders and it was a regular 

occurrence for my brother Peter or I 
to have to go up to the village shop, 
where we would find them hissing 
away at anyone who passed. One 
unforgettable occasion was when I 
was about 15. My friend (Splodge) 
and I were going to a party and, 
armed with our 30p bottle of cider 
and dressed in the latest fashion of 
long wrap-around cheesecloth skirts, 
we were waiting for a lift. Just as we 
were about to get in the car a pig 
wandered by. The next half-hour was 
reminiscent of a Benny Hill comedy 
chase, minus the scantily-dressed 
women: Pig; followed by Peter; fol-
lowed by me; (with restricted move-
ment in my long skirt and one hand 
on my head protecting the curling-
tonged hair that had taken several 
hours to perfect); followed by dad, 

who was shouting directions at 
everyone (including the pig); 
followed by friend also in long 
skirt and with curling-tonged 
hair). The chase continued 
around the garden several more 
times: pig; Peter (who was now 
armed with a board to try to 
steer the pig in the right direc-
tion); me (skirt now embel-
lished with leaves and twigs 

and hair slowly un-curling); dad 
getting louder and louder; friend 
who by now was wondering how she 
came to be chasing a pig in her new 
cheesecloth skirt on a Sat-
urday night. Eventually the 
pig was cornered and steered 
back to her pen. Though 
slightly late, we did get to 
the party sporting a new rus-
tic, unkempt look with just a 
mild aroma of pig. Needless 
to say our pulling power was 
severely handicapped that 

night.

Always on the lookout for 
menu variety and free food dad 
had always had his eye on the 
pheasants at the end of the gar-
den. They never came anywhere 
near the house and you rarely 
saw them, but you could fre-
quently hear the squawking and 
fluttering as they moved from 

ground to tree.

Dad described the pheasant in his 
book:

“He allows me to get within ten 
paces, pretending not to notice the 
stealthily approaching homo ineptus, 
after which he deposits a dropping 
and withdraws lethargically. Should 
I start running, he would lift himself 
angrily over the hedge, swearing 

while airborne.”

Over the years he tried numer-
ous tricks to entice the pheasants 
closer to the house so he could bag 
one for the pot. One recommended 
method involved sewing raisins onto 
a thread, which in turn was attached 
to a brown paper bag. The idea was 
that the pheasant would eat the line 
of raisins one by one until it got to 
the last raisin in the bag, by which 
time it would be inside the bag. Be-
ing the stupid creature it was, once 
it could not see where to go it would 

stay put on the ground and could be 
easily caught. Unfortunately for dad, 
nobody had informed the pheasant 
of its role in this plan and it gaily ate 
the thread and raisins, shook the bag 
from its head and disappeared with 
its raisin-filled gullet back to the hid-
ing place at the end of the garden. 
Dad also tried leaving out bowls of 
brandy in an attempt to make the 
pheasants too drunk to run or fly 
away. The brandy was drunk, but the 
tolerance for alcohol clearly higher 
than expected as there was never any 
sign of an inebriated pheasant.

And, here is the strange part of the 
story (cue title music to Tales of the 
Unexpected). The morning after dad 
died, just outside the kitchen win-
dow, closer to the house than they 
had ever been seen before, were 5 or 
6 pheasants strutting around. You 
could almost hear them calling to all 
their friends “He’s gone; it’s safe to 
come out now”.

I add the final four pictures in 
response to comments made on my 
blog and an article on Hidden Mu-
seum (http://www.hiddenmuseum.
net/ihre_post.html). The article 
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makes references to something that 
I had always thought was one of my 
dad’s many eccentricities. He en-
joyed playing with the postal service 
and as well as sending letters and 
postcards (mostly addressed back to 
him) with minimal address details, 
he would also try various stamp 
combinations. For example, he 
would cut a stamp in half to repre-
sent half of its value or he would use 
foreign stamps in the wrong coun-
try or a combination of different 
country stamps on one envelope. He 
would also stick something in the 
corner of the envelope that wasn’t a 
postage stamp at all. If ever I went 
abroad I would be given a batch of 
postcards with the request to post 
them when I got there. Dad would 
have already stuck on his assortment 
of stamps and added odd message. 
A lot of these cards and envelopes 
form part of ‘the hoard’ and that has 
enabled me to illustrate his actions 
and quote a couple of the messages. 
“We have left the cat in the oven 
with enough food and tranquilizers 
for five days” was closely followed 

by “No need to look after the cat, 
the tranquilisers ran out and she did 
not survive the trip”. I can confirm 
that no real cats were ever subject to 
either the oven or the tranquilisers.

For those of you too young to re-
member, Green Shield Stamps were 
not postage stamps at all, but loyalty 
stamps, issued by many shops and 
petrol stations each time a purchase 
was made. They were collected 
and stuck into a book (I’m sure 
I’m not the only person of my age 

who remembers being responsible 
for all the licking and sticking that 
required). They could be exchanged 
for items that were chosen from the 
Green Shield Stamp Catalogue and 
there were shops of the same name 
dotted around the country. I don’t 
remember anyone who was patient 
enough to save up the 375 books 
required for a colour television, but 
in 1965 you could exchange just one 
book for ‘A set of six mugs in pastel 
colours’, ”Stainless steel salad serv-
ers” or ‘A set of six lager glasses with 
gold rims’. All vital items for the 
1960’s household!

I leave you with the good news 
that I have found the stash (I knew 
there would be one!) A neat little 
bundle of damp fifty pound notes 
was retrieved from under a floor 
board and came just in time for 
mum to pay the man for trimming 
the trees.

Julie Haines

UK stamps cut to show a new valueBoth Australian and German stamps  for postage within the UK

A ‘To Pay’ stamp added by the Post Office because the correct value 
of stamps was not put on the letter.

This is my favourite - a letter posted and franked with a  
Green Shield Stamp
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Pearls of
wisdom.

LEGAL, FINANCIAL AND WEALTH MANAGEMENT FOR LIFE

For all your legal requirements.
Talk to Tees.

0800 0131165
www.teeslaw.co.uk

Tees Law is a trading name of Stanley Tee LLP regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority. 

Registered in England and Wales number OC327874.

Maori vs. English Festival 

English  
Hog Roast 

Real Ale  
Beer Tent  

Live Music  
3 music acts tbc 

Raising Funds for Radwinter Pavilion & Recreation Development 

Saturday 11th June 1pm to 7pm  
Entry: £2 (includes all entertainment) under-12s free 

vs. 

£2 
per person 

entry 

Maori Hangi  
(meat & veggies slow cooked 
in a traditional earth oven) 

Food 
available 

to purchase 

Radwinter Recreation Ground 

WI Tea 
& Cakes 

Sampfords’ Parish Council

benefit to parents on the school run, though it was reported 
that the congestion and thoughtless parking had improved.

f ) The Village Hall finances were such that they were 
unlikely to need assistance from the parish council in the im-
mediate future.

g) The seat missing from outside the Baptist Church had 
been removed for cleaning by the Highway Rangers.

h) Because it is finding that advertising revenue does not 
cover the mounting costs of production councillors agreed to 
make a substantial donation to AMBO, the quarterly maga-
zine which is a valuable communication tool throughout the 
benefice.

i) The chairman confirmed that he would be retiring from 
the council in May, and the clerk mentioned that she was 
prepared to serve for just one more year. She will be interested 
to hear of anyone willing to fill the post, for which there is 
remuneration, and will explain what is involved in this inter-
esting and demanding role.

The next meeting will be on Thursday March 10th at 8pm 
and will start with questions from members of the public.

Jane Lawrence

continued from page 10



Ambo

62

Would you like to… 

Tone your body? 
Increase your strength and flexibility? 

Improve your posture and balance? 
Increase your power and co-ordination? 

If you answer yes to any of these then come to 

Pilates 
Local Venues and Times to suit all 

Please call Jane on  
079 499 59 879  

 

CORNISH 
HALL END 

PLAYING FIELDS 

DANAHER WETHERSFIELD RSPCA 

HORSE & GROOM, CHE CHARITY BEER FESTIVAL 2016 
8TH, 9TH, 10TH JULY 

 
1940’S & 50’S THEME 

 
LOADS OF LIVE MUSIC, BBQ, VINTAGE TEA PARTY, VINTAGE/ BRIC A BRAC MARKET,  

CLASSIC CAR DISPLAYS, DANCING DISPLAYS, HOG ROAST, BEER TENT. 
HOW YOU CAN GET INVOVED? 

RENT A PITCH ONE OR 2 DAYS £20 FOR 2 DAYS 
DO YOU DANCE JIVE?  WE WANT DANCERS! 

DO YOU PLAY IN A BAND & WANT TO BE PART OF AN AMAZING 
CHARITY WEEKEND? 

 

CONTACT KELLY TO GET INVOLVED 
WWW.THEHORSEANDGROOM.ORG  01799 586306 
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Radwinter Pre-School

 

 
 

Carpentry • Renovations • Extensions 
 

Joe      07943 827 927 
 

Mike   07711 865 565 
 

info@chopandchisel.co.uk 
 

www.chopandchisel.co.uk 

We’d like to start this 
newsletter by thanking 
all the individuals and 

organisations who have contributed 
either time or money to help the 
pre-school. There are too many to 
list but as a start, Jayson Norris for 
his brilliant performance at our 
fundraiser on 3 December and the 
community for coming to support 
us (we made an amazing £849), the 
Hempstead Village Hall Committee 
for the donation of new cushions, 
Beth Wheeler for our relaxing yoga 
sessions and Susie Diggons, Tesco 
Community Champion, for always 
bringing engaging activities for the 
children.

As always thank you to the parents 
who use our services, the volunteers 
who give their time to the commit-
tee, and the staff for their enthusi-
asm and dedication.

In the setting, 
this half term, the 
children have been 
practising letter 
sounds. We have a 
letter of the week 
and the children are 
encouraged to bring 
in items from home 
(that start with this 
letter sound), for our 
interest table. We 
have had lots of fun 
with actions and songs and mak-
ing resources with the initial letter 
sound to reinforce our knowledge.

We have also been talking about 
shapes, and have made structures 

from junk modelling ma-
terials, made frozen shapes 
and even been on a shape 
walk (with the children 
taking photos of the shapes 
they found in our environ-
ment).

We have continued to 
visit Radwinter Primary 
School for our weekly forest 
school sessions, the children 

have loved using hand drills to make 
natural resources, jumping into pud-
dles, exploring mini-beasts’ homes, 
swinging in a hammock and making 
mud pies. 

The children enjoyed celebrating 
the Hindu festival of Diwali, making 
colourful Rangoli patterns and Bafi 
sweets.

Based on the Developmental 
Movement Programme, we have set 
aside an open space in the setting 
to allow children to be more physi-
cal inside. This area, equipped with 
soft resources such as gym balls and 
cushions, allows all the children to 
move freely and safely in a range 
of ways to aid their physical devel-
opment. It is of special benefit to 
children with special needs.

In December, we held parent 
consultations where we shared the 
children’s Learning Journeys and 
had informal chats with parents/car-
ers about their child’s development. 
We were pleased with the lovely 
feedback we got from parents with 
comments such as ‘how well their 
child has flourished’ since attending 
our pre-school.

To end the term, we had a Christ-
mas party were we played games and 
had party food. We also had two 
very special visitors, Christmas Elves, 
who came with presents for the chil-
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Rob Rains Construction Ltd 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

is proud to support Ambo 
 

07773 353755 
 
 
 

FOR SERVICE, REPAIRS AND WARRANTY 
IN GREAT DUNMOW 

Our Land Rover accredited team 
of master technicians are ready 
and waiting to help you,  
whatever model you drive.
 

•  Genuine Land Rover parts 
•  Land Rover diagnostic 
    systems  
•  Free visual health checks
•  Land Rover trained master
    technicians  
•  Warranty repair work 

Here at Taylor’s we pride ourselves on 
our reputation, which we’ve 
established over the past 28 years. 

We offer our customers a high quality 
of service and immediate attention 
with or without appointment. 

We’re the Land Rover experts,  
Call us today 01371 871099

Taylor’s Land Rover 
Chelmsford Road Industrial Estate, Great Dunmow 
CM6 1HD 01371 871099 www.taylorslandrover.co.uk 

APPROVED SERVICE CENTRE

dren (thank you Mrs Hockley and 
Mrs Hibbs from Radwinter Primary 
School). We finished the celebra-
tions by singing Christmas songs to 
all the parents and extended families, 
which was a great success.

We are pleased to announce that 
we will be starting our own Forest 
School this Spring. Once again we 
have to thank the individuals who 
are helping us in the process: Janina 
Vigurs for her enthusiastic help 
with everything from paperwork to 
ground clearing, Paul Frainer for 
his risk assessment of the site, the 
Church for allowing us to use the 
land and Kevin Wade for his gener-
ous price for the tree felling required 
to make our Forest School site safe. 
The children are already practising 
outside for Forest School, learn-
ing the rules, safe boundaries and 
enjoying the benefits and freedom 
of the great outdoors. As soon as 
the site is ready (hopefully after half 
term) our sessions will start. We will 
continue to visit Radwinter Primary 
School for Forest School sessions. 
This regular connection with the 
school allows an easier transition for 
children when they start at primary 
school.

As we mentioned in the last issue, 
our intention this year is to remodel 
and renovate our outside area. We 
would like to resurface and install a 
mud kitchen and water wall. A large 
portion of our fundraising efforts 
this year are in aid of this. If you are 
able to lend a hand or provide spon-
sorship for our project, please email 
us on info@radwinterpreschool.
co.uk.

If you would like to arrange to 
come and visit and see us in action, 
please call us on 01799 599 797 
(during pre-school hours) or email 
info@radwinterpreschool.co.uk. For 
more information, please visit our 
website www.radwinterpreschool.
co.uk.

Maria Powell (Manager) 
Melanie du Plessis (Co-Chair,  

Management Committee) 
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St Andrew’s Church, Hempstead

St Mary the Virgin, Radwinter

As I write we have just cel-
ebrated Epiphany and are 
looking forward to a service 

at Thaxted to celebrate Plough Sun-
day and the work that all our farm-
ers do to keep this beautiful corner 
of England so productive. 

Christmas is over and a new year 
begins. I hope you enjoyed the 
Christmas Tree Festival - I know 
from comments that many of you 
did. Having the Quiz this year and 
a theme for the trees certainly added 
a different perspective. Congratula-
tions to Margaret Ashton and Alex 
Mikkides who were the winners in 
the Adult and Under 16s sections.

I must also add a very big ‘Thank 
you’ to all who worked so hard in 
the week before the festival, bringing 
the trees in, decorating them and the 
rest of the church and to those who 
helped during the two days. Thank 
you also to the handbell ringers 

and others who played the organ so 
beautifully. Having the school Chris-
tingle Service on the Friday begins a 
very special weekend. 

The Crib service also went well 
with a large congregation and lots 
of participation by the children of 
the village and the Midnight service 
helped many to find the real joy in 
Christmas.

It was very sad that just before 
Christmas the village lost two of its 

oldest and much-loved residents. 
Both Billy Mortimer and Marion 
Gillon were buried in our church-
yard in December. They will both be 
missed by many of us in Radwinter.

The quiet, reflective time of Lent 
starts early this year – Ash Wednes-
day is on 10 February – leading to 
glorious Easter tide.

We look forward to a planned 
Flower Festival and two weddings 
in the summer and Music at the 
Crossroads are planning concerts 
in June and September. Do come 
to the Coffee Mornings on the first 
Saturday of every month (apart from 
January!). It goes without saying that 
you would be very welcome at the 
10.00am service on the first Sunday 
and the 8.00am service on the third 
Sunday.

Wendy Rowley, Churchwarden

In 2014, for the second year 
running, we repeated two events 
that had been well-received in 

2013. The first was “stir-up” Sat-
urday. For this event, some of our 
talented ladies had provided large 
basins filled with Christmas pud-
ding mixture. The rest of us stirred 
the mixture and had our own bowls 
greased and filled with mixture that 
we took home to cook.

This was very much a social oc-
casion with refreshments, and for a 
small donation we had a high qual-
ity pudding, and what is more the 
church made a respectable profit.

A similar event was the Christmas 
card exchange on the 12th.December.

This is how it works: you write 
out and address all your cards that 

are for other people in the village. 
You then put them on the alphabeti-
cally labelled pews, make a donation 
(less than the cost of stamps), and 
then have some refreshments. At the 
end, before you leave, you collect 
the cards addressed to yourself. The 
cards that are not collected are then 
delivered by members of the P.C.C. 
and their friends.

In 2014 it was our turn to host the 
Advent Carol Service, after which 

there was only the 8.00 service until 
our traditional village service of nine 
lessons and carols on Christmas Eve. 
This is always the largest congrega-
tion of the year, around 130 adults 
plus a dozen or so children, and was 
followed as usual by mulled wine 
and mince pies.

Now, looking forward, it is some-
thing of a shock to realise how soon 
the season of Lent will be on us, as 
Easter is quite early this year (27th 
March.)

Alan Weedon
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St Michael the Archangel, Gt Sampford

St Mary the Virgin, Lt Sampford

The children of Great Sampford 
School have joined us on two sepa-
rate occasions during the autumn. 
This year they celebrated Harvest 
Festival in October at the Baptist 
church but came to St Michaels for 
the Remembrance service in Novem-
ber and their Christingle service in 
December.

The children were a credit to the 
school and those who did the read-
ings were excellent, read very clearly 
and appeared to enjoy the experi-
ence.

Christingle

We were very pleased to see so 
many parents who came to support 

their children. The churches were 
packed on all three occasions. We 
were pleased to welcome the Rev 
Chris Brown from Thaxted who 
took the Christingle service and who 
is supporting us in the Benefice as 
part of the ministry team.

The floodlights were mended 
in time for the Christmas services 
which were well attended in all four 

churches. It was lovely to have a 
packed church on Christmas Day 
amidst the beautiful flowers.

Sampford Singers

The Sampford Singers enhanced 
our worship at a number of those 
services. They also sang at the 
Plough Sunday service at Thaxted 
recently and were joined by farmers 
and the Morris Men who pulled the 
plough up the aisle to be blessed by 
the Bishop.

An excellent lunch was provided 
by volunteers for 150 people.

Sue Collins 
Church warden

I write on a warm but bright 
winter’s day. The weather has 
been so unpredictable our poor 

wildlife must wonder what has hap-
pened to this topsy-turvy world . 
We continue to feed the birds and 
squirrels; thankfully we have not had 
to break much ice this winter. We 
are extremely fortunate that this part 
of the country has escaped flooding. 
Our hearts go out to those who have 
had much suffering. We continue to 
remember them in our prayers.

St Mary’s continues to attract 
many visitors. We were fortunate 
to have over 20 on Christmas Day. 
Sadly, we did not have any other 
service over Christmas but it was 
lovely to see such an interest in the 
building and churchyard. We are 
trying to think of ways of using the 
building for other forms of fellow-
ship and friendship. St Mary’s is the 
only place in Little Sampford for 
us to come together as a village. We 
were delighted to have a magnificent 
congregation for our Nine Lessons 
and Carols on the Sunday before 
Christmas. We had not had this 
service at St. Mary’s for seven years 
so it was very special. I would like 
to say a huge thank you to all of you 

who came, but especially folk from 
Little Sampford. Some of you were 
married here or were christened or 
have had children christened and it 
was wonderful to see you all back 
where you belong.

We do have a service of reflection 
bi-monthly with music, readings 
and stillness. This might be a service 
you would enjoy as it is informal but 
meaningful, especially as so many 
people said how much they enjoyed 
the carols and readings.

On mentioning other ways of 
using the building, do you have any 
ideas? We do have an evening of mu-
sic every other Tuesday. Would you 
be interested in A Flower Arranging 
Course or Book Club? I wonder if 
anyone has any time on their hands 
to help to clean. There is also a 
position for Churchwarden, along 
with readers, sides men and flower 

arrangers. Our churchyard does have 
a small amount of paid work but the 
rest is reliant on volunteers to help. 
Could you manage a small patch? 
We are almost at the end of January 
and in couple of weeks we will be 
munching on pancakes for the start 
of Lent. We either give something 
up or why not take something on. 
Maybe you could or would like to 
be part of the life of our beautiful 
village church.

St Mary’s has a large project to 
fundraise as a number of windows 
need work to address the damage 
they have sustained over hundreds 
of years, along with a number of 
other problems. I am looking to 
explore funding if I can get any 
grants to help with ongoing works. 
In the meantime watch the diary for 
fundraising events. Again, any help 
or ideas would be encouraging.

I have not received the schedule of 
services for Easter but I very much 
hope to welcome you to any of our 
services throughout the year. Please 
do contact me if you require any 
information and I would be only too 
pleased to help you.

Roberta Hayward, Churchwarden 
colinhayward293@btinternet com
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Holy Week & Easter Services

What else do we do?

Approximately once a month we provide a Sunday club for children of primary school age with stories and activi-
ties.  We call this ‘Churchtastic’ – a name coined by the children themselves. For the under 5’s  we run, jointly with 
the Baptist Church, a relaxed service on a weekday at 1.30pm, with a story, song, prayer, craft and refreshments.  This 
is called ‘Seedlings’. If there is a fifth Sunday in a month we often arrange something different for our main Sunday 
service which is advertised separately.

Please see our programme of services in Holy Week and Easter shown below.  Do come and journey with us 
as we move from Maundy Thursday, through the events of Good Friday to Easter Eve and Easter Day and 

as we travel around each of our four churches.  Everyone is welcome.

Date Day Time Church Service
20-Mar Palm Sunday 8.00am Radwinter Holy Communion (said)

10.00am Little Sampford 4 Churches  Holy Communion
22-Mar Tuesday 7.30pm Great Sampford Compline

24-Mar Maundy Thursday 7.30pm Great Sampford 4 Churches Holy Communion  with the 
Sampford Singers

25-Mar Good Friday 10.00am Radwinter Service of reflection with the Sampford Singers

26-Mar Easter Eve 7.00pm Hempstead Service of light

27-Mar Easter Day 8.00am Radwinter Holy Communion (said)

 10.00am Little Sampford 4 Churches Holy Communion with the Sampford 
Singers

Throughout the history of hu-
man literature there has been 
a finite list of stock charac-

ters that continually and repetitively 
appear however primitively original 
the author may feel their writing is. 
The reason these characters continu-
ally crop up, and will keep doing so 
until the sun swells and destroys the 
earth and all on it, is because they 
are character traits copied from the 
real world and the people around 
us, and the one thing we all know 
is that people are basically the same 
recipe with slightly different icing.

Sampfords cricket club is no dif-
ferent from literature and thus the 
rest of society. We have a selection 
of players that fit perfectly the stock 
characters of antiquity. We have the 
fall-guy, the gentleman thief, a pala-
din and a mummy’s boy, we have a 
yokel, rake and a wise fool. 

Being such a small club there are 
of course some characters that we 
do not have currently playing for us. 

I expect they were here in the past 
and trust they will re appear within 
our futures. If you believe you fit 
any of these bills, or know someone 
who does, and wish to take up the 
valiant sport of cricket, then please 
get in touch. We are looking for the 
loner warrior hero who rides into 
town to save the day, a whisky priest, 
the mad scientist or an endear-
ingly innocent and wholesome local 
ingénue, then please come on down 
and show your support for the club.

In my playing career for The 
Sampfords, around the 25 year 
mark, and during my 11 year epoch 
as captain, I was truly thankful that 
the cricket team was blessed and 
served by many quietly powerful 
luminaries, the latest of which was 
our former long-serving chairman, 
Mr Brian Gypps, a man on a quest 
to serve the cricket club and village 
in any duty or endeavour. Brian 
did great things for our club from 
the mundane to the magnificent 

– fixing mowers, overseeing the 
purchase of the field to help secure 
our long term playing future and the 
construction of our beautiful new 
pavilion in 2009 to ensure us players 
can eat their tea undercover when 
required and that malevolent body 
odours are kept away from the rest 
of the village population following a 
match.

As the new chairman I think 
my character is trending towards 
either the romanticised outlaw or 
the hooker with a heart of gold so 
I just hope I can fulfil the role as 
proficiently and effectively as Brian 
did. What else can we do up at the 
ground? Some new players bring-
ing with them scores upon heaps 
of spectators and then the required 
grandstand perhaps. Or maybe an 
immigration and visa application 
centre. I will keep you all informed.

Simon Hughes 
Chairman Sampfords Cricket Club

Sampfords Cricket Club
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The Thaxted Vets 

 

Shaun Kehoe B Vet Med MRCVS 
01799 521060 

 

2 Medina Business Centre, 
Shirehill, Saffron Walden 

 CB11 3AJ  
(next to Plumb Centre) 

For all animals.  
Mobile X ray, ultrasound etc. 

for horses and ponies. 
 

A complete service from consultation and measuring 
to delivery and fitting 

Cottage Curtains 
& Blinds 

• Handmade Curtains & Roman Blinds 
• Pelmets and Valances 
• Tracking and Poles 
• Lining & Interlining 
• Design & Advice 
• Measuring & Estimates 
• Cushions 
• Your own curtains altered and refurbished 
• Large selection of fabrics 

Karen Stevenson 
Telephone: 01440 730037 
Mobile: 07919 097460 

www.cottagecurtainsandblinds.co.uk 

Essex Cottage   Pale Green  Helions Bumpstead 
Near Haverhill  Suffolk   CB9 7AF 

Sampfords’ Village Hall Com-
mittee are to produce a calen-
dar for 2017, featuring photos 

of both parishes.

We are calling on everyone to 
take some interesting photos and 
submit them.  Or you can dig deep 
into your treasured albums if you 
have something of special interest 
from years ago.  The subjects can be 
anything you choose, as long as they 
reflect local life – landscapes, build-
ings, events, transport, work, play… 
If you photograph people, please 
make sure you have their permission 
for the photo to be published. And 
of course, only submit your own 
photos – we don’t want to fall foul of 
any copyright issues.

All entries will be judged and the 
best 13 will make it to the calendar 
(one for the cover, in case you were 
wondering).  The judge is Kelly 
Bishop, landlady of the Horse and 
Groom in Cornish Hall End.  The 
prize for each published photo will 
be the glory of your name in print 
plus a free copy of the calendar itself.

Electronic entries can be emailed 
to wend92@me.com, or contact 
prints and memory cards can be 
sent to Wendy Peacock at 2 Robletts 
Villas, Gt Sampford, enclosing your 
details so they can be returned.  We 
can accept a maximum of six photos 
from any one person, and entries 
must be received by 17th September.  
Calendars will go on sale at the start 
of November, and all profits will go 
towards the upkeep and running of 
the Village Hall.

Sampfords’ 
Calendar
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HERMITAGE FENCING & SON 
 

ALL TYPES OF FENCING, GATES & REPAIRS 
PROFESSIONALLY UNDERTAKEN 
 

Sheds & bases supplied & erected. 
Only best quality pressure treated 
materials used and guaranteed.  
Landscaping, Patios, Walling & Garden clearance 
                   
     NO JOB TOO SMALL      FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE 
 
Phone/Fax Steve on 01799 516249  Mobile 07710 233860 
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Bluebell Springs Back to Life

The “Groanometer” was in full swing 
at Hempstead’s big pre-Christmas 
festivity in the village hall.

Hempstead Dramatic Society host-
ed a variety evening on December 
5, where guests enjoyed an evening 
of jollity including a table round of 
Christmas Cracker jokes.

The winner was Alex Knibb’s niece 

The Worst Joke Won!
Tara Coyle, aged 8, with a gag so 
absurd it left the audience groaning 
for more.

What did the farmer say when he lost 
his tractor?

He said “Where’s my tractor?”

Branded ‘Festive Plus’, the evening 
also featured sketches by Mark 

Dymond, Tricia Ridgway and Diana 
Frost, Alex Knibbs, Paul Frainer (gui-
tar), Liz Buckridge, Denise Vincent, 
Cath Sladen and Alan Weedon.

Festive Plus was organised by HDS 
chair Liz Buckridge. Richard Crane 
was Master of Ceremonies while Paul 
Davies on keyboard led the singing of 
carols and seasonal songs.

The Bluebell is almost ready to 
re-open, a full year after Rod 
and Marian Stokes served 

their last pint.

Hempstead’s historic pub is now 
under the management of the Hen-
ham-based Saffron Brewery, promis-
ing an ideal partnership between Ut-
tlesford’s (arguably) most notorious 
inn and its largest craft brewer.

Saffron Brewery even has a Turpin’s 
Temptation in its established range of 
beers, ready to serve in the pub where 
Turpin himself was born.

Running the show are Peter 
Hoskins and his son James, directors 
of Saffron Brewery. As Ambo went 

to press they were recruiting staff, 
in particular live-in managers and a 
chef, with the aim of re-opening in 
mid-March.

The building, still owned by the 
Nagel family of gems merchants in 
London, has needed a considerable 
amount of repair and refurbishment 
work, not least new floor timbers to 
replace rotten joists which have been 
resting on bare earth possibly for 
centuries.

Two workmen have been camping 
upstairs to ensure an early start each 
day. They expect to have the kitchen 
up and running by summer.

The burst of activity after nine 

months’ closure kicked off on 
November 28 with a big clean-up 
operation when at least 25 villagers 
turned out for the day to tackle the 
overgrown garden and accumulation 
of rubbish.

Peter Hoskins was so impressed by 
the effort he wrote to Parish Council 
Chairman Sean McCarthy: “I am 
touched and grateful beyond words 
for all your collective help… Rest as-
sured we will not let your community 
down.”

The Hoskins also donated a barrel 
of beer to the pre-Christmas “Pop-up 
pub”, a series of informal get-togeth-
ers held in the Village Hall while The 
Bluebell was shut.

Bluebell clean-up squad: Ross Midgley, Alison Midgley, Rob Boreham, Claire Dittrich, Ben Rudder, Mark Dymond, Mark Welbourn, 
John Cockman, Rob Hamerston, Richard Crane, Nigel Smith, Chris Bampton, Chris Scott, Julian McCarthy, Sean McCarthy,  

Kim Griffin, Sue Ray, Eileen Shimmin, John Sladen, Ann Woods, Martyn Long, Jess Long, Stuart McNeill, Brian Ray. 
Also Terry Rodgers, Sophie Boreham and Paul Davies (who took the picture)



Ambo

74

Saffron Walden Choral Society

 

 

Peacock Joinery Ltd 
For all your Purpose made joinery 

Windows 
Doors 

Staircases 
Handmade kitchens 

Professional fitting service 
Free quotations and advice 

 
Tel: 01223 290275 

Email: mail@peacockjoinery.com 
www.peacockjoinery.com 

Unit 1 Randswood Farm 
West Wratting 

CB21 5LR 

 
 

Trust the experts to take 
care of your system.

With over 40 years of experience in wastewater treatment we’ll 
keep your system running smoothly.

• Emptying and desludge 
• Servicing 
• Repairs 
• Installation 

Call today to book your service or free site survey 

01371 850537   info@owlshall.co.uk   www.owlshall.co.uk

if you book your first service and empty with us - quote SAE40

Off mains sewers?  

Relying on a septic 
tank or sewage 
treatment plant?

£40 off

Full of youthful exuberance 
and irresistible melodies, 
Giacomo Puccini’s stunning 

Messa di Gloria was written as a 
graduation piece when the composer 
was just 21 and shows him at his 
melodic best. Saffron Walden Choral 
Society has paired it with Rossini’s 
wonderful setting of Stabat Mater 
(popularised by Pavarotti) for an 
evening of Italian sacred music at 
its most operatic. A superb quartet 
of soloists boasts ‘bel canto’ singers 
from the international operatic and 
concert stage circuit while Chame-
leon Arts Orchestra provide profes-
sional orchestral support.

Laura Mitchell: soprano

Diana Moore: mezzo soprano

Milos Bulajic: tenor

Andrew Greenan: bass

Chameleon Arts Orchestra

Janet Wheeler: conductor

Tickets will be available from a 
Buy Tickets link on our website 
(www.swchoral.org.uk) to the Saf-
fron Hall booking system, from 
Saffron Hall Box Office (0845 548 
7650), Saffron Walden Tourist Infor-
mation Centre (01799 524002) and, 
subject to availability, on the door.

Puccini: Messa di Gloria 
Rossini: Stabat Mater

Saffron Hall, Saffron Walden
Saturday 19th March 2016 - 7.30pm

Laura Mitchell - Soprano
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• Large private floodlit pool with space to relax  
• Four double bedrooms with aircon: 3 ensuite, 4th 

with  a large bathroom - power showers in all 
• Large living room with UK, European and Spanish TV, 

DVD and VCR players, high speed WiFi   
• Dining room with a glass curtain leading onto the 

terrace with views of the sea and the mountains 
• Kitchen /Diner 
• Water heating by solar panel - continuous hot water 
• Competitive car hire rates available on request 
For further information or to check availability 

Tel: 01277 286180  
 Web www.mikesvilla.info Email mike@microbite.co.uk 

Bedar is a popular traditional Spanish  village with 
restaurants, bars and mini supermarket all in walking 
distance. Coast & many beaches are 20 minutes by car. 

The Great British Fish & Chip Supper

Want to eat Fish and 
Chips, while raising 
money for charity? 

Hold a fish and chip supper on 
Friday 20th May 2016 whilst 
raising awareness of spinal cord 
injury and supporting SIA’s 
vital services. 

You can hold a fish and chip 
supper in your own home, at 
work or hold a larger supper at 
your local community centre.

SIA will provide a fundrais-
ing pack containing hints and 
tips, recipes, invitations and 
donation envelopes. By invit-
ing 8 friends and asking them 
to donate an additional £5.00 
means you will raise at least 
£40.00 from your supper but 
we will also give you additional 
fundraising ideas to raise even 
more money for SIA.

Just £50 could contribute towards 
the support from our Peer Support 
Service for one hour, in a district 
general hospital or Major Trauma 
Centre.

In 2016 we want to make the bat-
ter matter and raise £40,000 from 

everyone holding suppers. Last year 
we raised £12,000 from the suppers.

The money raised from the sup-
pers will help the Spinal Injuries As-
sociation offer support to individuals 
who become paralysed and their 
families, from the moment a spinal 

injury occurs, and for the rest of 
their lives by providing services 
and publications which enable 
and encourage paralysed people 
to rebuild lives after spinal cord 
injury.

Every year in the UK over 
1,000 people experience a 
spinal cord injury and there are 
an estimated 40,000 spinal cord 
injured people in the UK alone. 

Community Fundraising 
Manager, Elizabeth Wright, 
says, “The Fish and Chip Sup-
per is a wonderful opportunity 
for a great evening with friends 
and family. We are also encour-
aging people who work to hold 
a Fish and Chip Lunch in their 
work places to raise even more 
funds. You may be even a local 
community group wanting to 
run a fun evening with your 

group.

For more information or request 
a fundraising pack call Elizabeth 
Wright on 0845 071 4350 or email 
fundraising@siafishandchips.co.uk 
or visit www.siafishandchips.co.uk

Hold a Fish and Chip Supper to help spinal cord injured people rebuild lives after injury

Great British Fish and Chip Supper – Friday 20th May 2016

The Great British

Supper

             
            S

upporting Spinal Injuries Association

              
     Friday 20th May 2016

Make the batter matterHold a Great British Fish and ChipSupper to help rebuild lives afterspinal cord injury.
To request a fundraising pack:Call 01908 208541Email fundraising@siafishandchips.co.ukVisit www.siafishandchips.co.uk

Registered Charity No 1054097

Have fun and raise money for the SIA
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Date Time Title & (Cert) 

Thu 3rd  6:50pm Hangmen – Wyndham’s Theatre 

Fri 4th  8:00pm The Hateful Eight (18) 
Sat 5th  3:00pm Capture the Flag (PG) 
Sat 5th  8:00pm The Hateful Eight (18) 
Sun 6th  2:00pm Capture the Flag 
Sun 6th  5:00pm 45 Years (15) 
Mon 7th  8:00pm The Assassin (12) 

Wed 9th  7:30pm Jonas Kaufmann: An Evening with Puccini – La Scala 

Fri 11th  8:00pm Creed (12A) 
Sat 12th  2:00pm Goosebumps (PG) 
Sat 12th  5:00pm Room (15) 
Sat 12th  8:00pm Room (15) 
Sun 13th  11:00am Babe (U) Cinema for Tinies 

Sun 13th  3:00pm Spartacus - Bolshoi 
Sun 13th  8:00pm Room (15) 
Mon 14th  8:00pm Rams (15) 

Fri 18th  8:00pm The Revenant (15) 
Sat 19th  3:00pm Goosebumps (PG) 
Sat 19th  4:00pm Inside Out (U) Pop-up Saffron Screen 
Sat 19th  8:00pm The Revenant (15) / Suffragette (12A) 
Sun 20th  2:00pm Goosebumps (PG) 
Sun 20th  5:00pm Brooklyn (12A) 
Sun 20th  8:00pm The Revenant (15) 
Mon 21st 7:15pm Boris Godunov – Royal Opera House 

Fri 25th  8:00pm The Big Short (15) 
Sat 26th  3:00pm Alvin and the Chipmunks: The Road Chip (U) 
Sat 26th  8:00pm The Big Short (15) 
Sun 27th  3:00pm Alvin and the Chipmunks: The Road Chip (U) 
Sun 27th  8:00pm Youth (15) 
Mon 28th  3:00pm The Railway Children – York Theatre Royal 
Mon 28th  8:00pm Janis: Little Girl Blue 

Tue 29th  4:00pm Oddball and the Penguins 
Tue 29th  8:00pm Youth (15) 
Wed 30th  4:00pm Alvin and the Chipmunks: The Road Chip (U) 
Wed 30th  8:00pm Dad’s Army (PG) 
Thu 31st 4:00pm Oddball and the Penguins (U) 
Thu 31st  8:00pm Dad’s Army (PG) 

March 2016 

Dad’s Army 

The Hateful Eight 

Room 

Spartacus - Bolshoi 

The Big Short 

The Revenant 

Tickets: Eve: Full price £7.70, 65 & over £6.90; Other Adult conc: £5.90,18 & under: £5.50 (£4.10 on Mondays) 
Day: Full price £6.70, 65 & over £5.80; Other Adult conc: £5.10, 18 & under: £4.30 

Cinema for Tinies: Adult £3.90, Child £2.90, Under 2s Free  Special Events: See our website for prices 

Alvin and the Chipmunks 
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Date Time Title & (Cert) 
Fri 1st  4:00pm The Iron Giant: Signature Edition (U) 
Fri 1st  8:00pm Spotlight (15) 
Sat 2nd  3:00pm Dad’s Army (PG) 
Sat 2nd  8:00pm Spotlight (15) 
Sun 3rd  2:00pm Dad’s Army (PG) 
Sun 3rd  5:00pm Dad’s Army (PG) 
Sun 3rd  8:00pm Spotlight (15) 
Mon 4th  4:00pm The Iron Giant: Signature Edition (U) 
Mon 4th  8:00pm Marguerite (15) 

Tue 5th  4:00pm Alvin and the Chipmunks: The Road Chip (U) 
Tue 5th  8:00pm Zoolander 2 (12A) 
Wed 6th  4:00pm The Iron Giant: Signature Edition (U) 
Wed 6th  7:15pm Giselle – Royal Opera House 
Thu 7th  4:00pm Zoolander 2 (12A) 
Thu 7th  8:00pm Pride and Prejudice and Zombies (15) 

Fri 8th  4:00pm Oddball and the Penguins (U) 
Fri 8th  8:00pm Trumbo (15) 
Sat 9th  2:00pm Oddball and the Penguins (U) 
Sat 9th  5:00pm Pride and Prejudice and Zombies (15) 
Sat 9th  8:00pm Trumbo (15) 
Sun 10th  4:00pm Don Quixote – Royal Opera House 
Sun 10th  8:00pm A Bigger Splash (15) 
Mon 11th  8:00pm A Bigger Splash (15) 

Tue 12th  7:30pm Monet to Matisse – Royal Academy 

Fri 15th  8:00pm How To Be Single (15) 
Sat 16th  3:00pm Kung Fu Panda 3 (PG) 
Sat 16th  8:00pm Triple 9 (15) 
Sun 17th  2:00pm  Kung Fu Panda 3 (PG) 
Sun 17th  5:00pm Trumbo (15) 
Sun 17th  8:00pm Triple 9 (15) 
Mon 18th  8:00pm A War (15) 

Thu 21st  6:50pm National Theatre Live TBC 

Fri 22nd  8:00pm Hail, Caesar! (cert TBC) 
Fri 22nd  8:00pm Pop-up Saffron Screen TBC 
Sat 23rd  3:00pm Kung Fu Panda 3 (PG) 
Sat 23rd  8:00pm Hail, Caesar! (cert TBC) 
Sun 24th  2:00pm  Kung Fu Panda 3 (PG) 
Sun 24th  5:00pm The Lady in the Van (12A) 
Sun 24th  8:00pm Hail, Caesar! (cert TBC) 
Mon 25th  7:15pm Lucia de Lammermoor – Royal Opera House 

Fri 29th  8:00pm Eddie the Eagle (cert TBC) 
Sat 30th  3:00pm The Divergent Series: Allegiant (cert TBC) 
Sat 30th  8:00pm Eddie the Eagle (cert TBC) 
Sun 1st  May 2:00pm The Divergent Series: Allegiant (cert TBC) 
Sun 1st  5:00pm Eddie the Eagle (cert TBC) 
Sun 1st 8:00pm Eddie the Eagle (cert TBC) 
Mon 2nd 8:00pm The Pearl Button (cert TBC) 

April 2016 

Eddie the Eagle 

Spotlight 

Trumbo 

Triple 9 

Kung Fu Panda 3 

Hail, Caesar! 

Tickets: Eve: Full price £7.70, 65 & over £6.90; Other Adult conc: £5.90,18 & under: £5.50 (£4.10 on Mondays) 
Day: Full price £6.70, 65 & over £5.80; Other Adult conc: £5.10, 18 & under: £4.30 

Cinema for Tinies: Adult £3.90, Child £2.90, Under 2s Free  Special Events: See our website for prices 
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The Directory
Churchwardens

St Mary the Virgin - Radwinter CB10 2SW St Michael the Archangel - Gt. Sampford CB10 2RG
Wendy Rowley 599753 Sue Collins 586354
Harvey Orrock (Deputy) 599236 Sarah Parker (Deputy) 586327

St Andrew’s - Hempstead CB10 2PA St Mary the Virgin - Little Sampford CB10 2QL
Alan Weedon 599366 Roberta Hayward 586212
Hugh Nicholson 599354

Parochial Church Councils

Radwinter The Sampfords
Vice Chair Harvey Orrock 599236 Vice Chair Graham Cook 586343
Treasurer Brendan O’Brien 599571 Treasurer Graham Cook  586343
Secretary Wendy Rowley 599753 Secretary Anthea McMyn 01371 810850

Hempstead Our Benefice Priest
Vice Chairman Alan Weedon 599366 Revd Philip Tarris, Priest in Charge, Thaxted,
Treasurer vacancy  The Sampfords and Radwinter with Hempstead
Secretary Zoe Hoar 599466 The Vicarage, Watling Lane, Thaxted, Dunmow 
   Dunmow CM6 3QB
   01371 830374
Rural Dean Rev’d David Tomlinson 500947 pgtarris@gmail.com

Baptist Church, Great Sampford

Pastor Sue Johnston 586164 Secretary  Beryl Kemp 586432
   Treasurer Ann Wolstenholme 586480

Parish Councils

Radwinter www.radwinter.org  radwinterparishcouncil@gmail.com
Chairman Mark Halls Trees & Footpaths, Rec Ground, Village Dev/Planning 599537
Vice Chair Eileen Duck Planning, Highways, Env’t, Youth,Village Development 599691
Councillor Victoria Boyden Trees & Footpaths 599537
Councillor Jill Mary Environment, Public Transport, Publicity  599667
Councillor Rob Rains Village Development, Recreation Ground 07773 353755
Councillor Paul Kleber tbc 599824
Councillor Pete Fitch tbc 599565
Parish Clerk Cathryn Carlisle Clerk to the Council 01440 731964

Sampfords www.sampfords.org.uk
Chairman Christopher Robinson Finance 586276
Vice Chairman William Burton Planning, Highways, Footpaths & Littter pick 586779
Councillor Jane Lawrence Publicity 586286
Councillor Graham Keen Grasscutting and Trees 586486
Councillor Kath Thompson Play Area and Youth, Transport & Village Assets 586623
Councillor George Smith Play Area and Youth, Sport and Broadband 586511
Councillor Kay Adye Sport and Broadband, Play Area and Youth 586845
Councillor Gordon Deuce Planning, Highways, Footpaths 586766
Councillor Rhiannon Chappell Website, Events, Liaison with village organisations 586819
Parish Clerk Sarah Parker  586327

NB: If there are any errors or omissions, please let us know before the next edition
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Hempstead www.hempstead-essex.org.uk
Chairman Sean McCarthy Chairman and Police Liaison 599558
Councillor David Drane Highways and Public Rights of Way 599397
Councillor Niki McNeil Website 598074
Councillor Sara Scott Tree Warden and Neighbourhood Watch 599178
Councillor John Sladen Emergency Planning and Village Hall Rep 586429
Councillor Alan Weedon Environmental Issues 599366
Councillor Mark Welbourn Legal and Traffic Issues 598113
Parish Clerk Martyn Long Clerk and Responsible Officer 01440 730196
District and County Councillors; Local Police Officer
Uttlesford District Councillor Simon Howell 586619
Essex County Councillor Simon Walsh 01371 870334
Nominated Local Police Officer PC Hannah Griffiths 01376 551312
   hannah.griffiths@essex.pnn.police.uk

Village Activities
Hempstead & District Gardeners’ Club Chairman Diana Frost 599771
Hempstead Bellringers  Matt Antrobus 599229
Hempstead Village Hall Bookings Sally Rowden 599257
Hempstead Dramatic Society Chairman Alex Knibbs 599611
Radwinter Google Group Chair Julie Haines plisner.haines@btinternet.com
Radwinter Pre-School Manager Maria Powell (info@radwinterpreschool.co.uk) 599797 
Radwinter Recreation Ground Hon. Sec. Janina Vigurs 599631
Radwinter Neighbourhood Watch  James Briggs 599352
Radwinter Bellringers  Matt Antrobus matt.antrobus@babraham.ac.uk
Radwinter Cricket Club Secretary Mark Fanthorpe 07770 393571
Radwinter Football Club Manager Mark Jeffs radwinterfc@gmail.com
Radwinter Pavilion Fund Raising Coordinator Julie Haines 599764
Radwinter Village Hall Bookings Wendy Rowley 07852 954162
Radwinter WI President Judith Thompson 599563
Radwinter Bowls Club Secretary Brian Hyett 501616
Radwinter Lectures  Sue Bright 599396
Radwinter Cubs - Radwinter Sch. (Weds 6.30-8.00pm) Julie Pledger 599493
Radwinter Friendship Group Chairlady Diane Redfern 599365
Radwinter Pavilion & fence padlocks  Julie Haines/Janina Vigurs 599764
Sampfords Church Youth Club Leader Martin Boughtwood 586440
Sampfords Cricket Club Secretary George Smith 07896 618944
 Capts. James Smith/Steve Thrower 586511 / 07779 168214
Sampfords Flower Show Secretary Fay Stalley 586397
Sampfords Baby & Toddler Chair Sue Johnston 586164
Sampfords Hand Bell Ringers  Margaret Sorger 586356
Sampfords Signal (weekly email update) Contact email:  sampfordssignal@gmail.com
Sampford Singers  Ali Wakelin 07717 125743
The Sampfords Society Chair Steve Horne 586237
Sampfords Primary School PTA Chair Sara Goggin 586287
 Secretary Nicola Robertson 586932
Sampfords Tennis Club Chair Mike Lindsell 586586
 Membership Joan Lyon 586543
Sampfords WI Secretary Jane Lawrence 586286
Gt. Sampford Fitness Club Organiser Edna Banks 586409
Gt. Sampford Baptist Hall Bookings Beryl Kemp 586432
Gt. Sampford Village Hall Bookings Wendy Peacock (wend92@me.com) 586065
Baptist Sunday School  Ann Wolstenholme 586480
Seedlings Service  Sarah Kidd 586576
Sampfords Footpath Representative  Clare Watkins 586311
Sampfords 100 Club  Steve Ketteridge 586519
Sampfords Neighbourhood Watch  Kath Thompson 586623
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Directory of Advertisers
Accountancy/Insurance

Benten & Co ..................................................................................28
David Reid Accountancy .................................................................30
KDW Financial Planning ................................................................38
Mill Scott Accountants ....................................................................29
NFU Mutual ...................................................................................45

Building Services
A J Saych .........................................................................................14
Alun Design ....................................................................................71
BH Wilkins - Decorator ..................................................................28
Chop & Chisel................................................................................64
Denn Architects ..............................................................................71
Dragon Renewables .........................................................................63
Hermitage Fencing ..........................................................................72
John Costen Architect .....................................................................32
Kay Pilsbury Thomas Architects & Interior Designers .......................2
Nigel Jervis Boiler Service/plumber .................................................12
Owls Hall Environmental ...............................................................74
Peacock Joinery ...............................................................................74
Plumbline .......................................................................................28
Rob Rains Construction ..................................................................65
Townsend Plumbing & Heating Services ........................................28

Business

Computers
Brobuild Web Solutions ..................................................................70
ComputerCare ................................................................................57
Heavenister Website Design ............................................................48

Entertainment
Radwinter Friendship Group...........................................................48
Radwinter Village Café ...................................................................38
Saffron Screen ...........................................................................76, 77

Equestrian/Pets/Sports
Andy’s Aviaries ................................................................................31
Cats Whiskers Boarding Cattery .....................................................30
Hempstead Hounds ........................................................................14
Mercer & Hughes ...........................................................................56
Thaxted Vets ....................................................................................69

Estate Agents/Solicitors
Kevin Henry ...................................................................................39
Mullucks Wells .................................................... Outside Back Cover
Tees Law Solicitors ..........................................................................61

Food & Wine
Radwinter Wild Game Co ..............................................................70

Gardening Services
Banks Garden Machinery ................................................................36
BH Grounds Maintenance ..............................................................19
Chas Johnson Trees .........................................................................12
Wimbish Nursery & Garden Centre ...............................................31

Halls for Hire
Finchingfield Village Hall ................................................................31
Hempstead Village Hall ..................................................................26
Radwinter Village Hall ....................................................................26
Sampfords Village Hall ....................................................................26

Health & Beauty
Alexander Technique-Coote ............................................................50
Balance Health & Beauty ................................................................29
Cartwright’s Swimming School .......................................................30
Daniela Karsten Homeopath ...........................................................27
Gary Kidd Personal Trainer .............................................................57
Haverhill Physiotherapy Clinic .......................................................14
Highfield Private Care Home ................................ Inside Front Cover
Pilates .............................................................................................62
Teresa’s Own Hairdressers ...............................................................71
Wheelyoga Vinyasa Flow Yoga ........................................................31

Holidays
Almeria Villa ...................................................................................75

Home
A1 Chimney Sweep .........................................................................14
Amanda Waples Flowers ..................................................................51
Binwash ..........................................................................................47
Bramwell Blinds & Curtains ...........................................................50
Cottage Curtains & Blinds ..............................................................69
Country House Interiors .................................................................23
Just Like Wendy’s ............................................................................45
La Besse Furniture ...........................................................................72
Martin Ball Firewood ......................................................................46
Saffron Walden Chimney Sweep .....................................................29
Soot & Sweep Chimney Sweep .......................................................70
Thaxted Stoves ........................................................Inside Back Cover
Window Cleaning ...........................................................................14

Motoring Services/Taxi Services
Brooks Motor Services ....................................................................72
Raynham’s Private Hire & Taxi ........................................................47
Saffron Walden Car Meet ................................................................12
Sampford Cars ................................................................................47
Silverline Car Services .....................................................................31
Taylors Service Centres....................................................................65

Post Office & Mobile Library Times
Mobile Library ................................................................................16
Radwinter Post Office .....................................................................16

Pubs Restaurants & B&B
Bendysh Hall Farmhouse ................................................................31
Eve’s Tearoom..................................................................................45
Horse & Groom..............................................................................62
Plough Bar and Grill .......................................................................63

Schools/Child Care
Blois Meadow Day Nursery...............................................................2
Buffy Playbus ..................................................................................29
Churchtastic....................................................................................38
Radwinter Pre-School .....................................................................30
Seedlings ...........................................................................................7
Steeple Bumpstead Pre-School ........................................................23

Undertakers/Grave Care
Grave Concern Maintenance ...........................................................12
H J Paintin Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons ...................48
Peasgood & Skeates Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons ......57
Stonewriters Headstones & Memorials ............................................48

See page 47 for our 2016  
advertisement sizes and rates

To advertise in Ambo, please contact 
Frank Bannister 

Telephone 07850 199447 
or 01799 598150 

frankthebank2000@btinternet.com





In a dynamic market, experience 
is the key to a successful sale ....

With over 85 years combined experience of valuing property, our team in
Saffron Walden has the knowledge, skill and expertise to ensure you get the

advice you need to achieve the best price.

THINKING OF SELLING?
Call David Emberson, Nick Bush or Sally Smales on 01799 520520

or email walden@mullucks.co.uk to book a free, no obligation appraisal 

of your property.

Meet the area’s most experienced team!


