
Report of Alan Storah to Radwinter Parish Council  

28
th

 October 2019 

 

1. Local Plan  

There is, as yet, no further update to report – although this is expected to change 

imminently. 
 

If, following the Stage 1 hearing sessions, the Inspectors are satisfied that the relevant 

legal duty has been met and they consider the Plan is legally compliant and capable of 

being found sound on the matters considered at Stage 1 then the examination will 

move on to Stage 2.  Stage 2 will consider development management type policies and 

the site allocations.  
 

The Inspectors will be writing to the Council with their initial findings.    That letter was 

anticipated in mid-October but that is not a timescale to which the Inspectors are 

committed and the letter has not yet been received. 

 

2. Stansted Airport 

Whilst a great deal of work is on-going, there is, as yet, no further update on this issue such 

that when the matter goes back to the Planning Committee has not yet been determined. 

  

 
3. Changes to Planning Committee processes 

At its meeting of 16
th

 October UDC’s Planning Committee considered the extent to which 

the trial of proposed changes to the extent to which Parish Councils and residents may 

make submissions to the Planning Committee had been successful.  It was agreed that they 

had indeed been successful and would therefore now be taken forward to the Governance, 

Audit & Performance Committee with a view to their incorporation into the council’s 

Constitution such that they would become permanent. 

It is envisaged that further changes to the committee’s processes will be considered in the 

near future.   This will entail the Planning Committee Working Group that has been set up by 

the current administration looking into the decision-making process with a view to 

delivering ‘better’ and/or ‘better justified’ planning decisions. 

 

4. Group defections  

Three of R4U’s former 26 district councillors have decided to move to the Green Party.  Two 

of those represent Saffron Walden and one Newport.  R4U’s majority remains healthy and 

solid allowing the group to implement its programme of delivering benefits for residents.  

The three, who had all been UDC councillors prior to last May, became ‘Green’ because 

their personal objectives and those of R4U are, apparently, no longer the same.   They have 

publicly said “The current climate emergency is of such importance to us all … we believe it 



is right to focus our time strongly on this issue and we can better do this through a closer 

alignment with the … national Green Party.”  

R4U’s focus remains that of delivering policies to put residents first on a wide range of 

issues.  That is the mandate that R4U was given at the election and which it will continue to 

pursue.   That of the ‘Green’ councillors is to now focus and campaign solely on a green 

agenda.   While environmental issues are very important to R4U, there are many other local 

priorities that need to be delivered and upon which UDC will therefore continue to 

concentrate.  

I do not anticipate any further such defections taking place such that the impact upon UDC 

will have been only to create another minority party within the overall mix with that having 

no impact upon the overall control of R4U. 

 

 

5. Corporate Plan 

UDC’s new administration is making solid progress with the preparation of its new 

Corporate Plan.  R4U councillors have discussed a wide range of potential initiatives and 

agreed those to be progressed.   They will form the basis of the new UDC Corporate Plan 

which will help to ‘reset the tone’ as to the way UDC functions. 

Adoption of the plan will first necessitate it being reviewed by Scrutiny Committee, followed 

by approval by Cabinet after which it will warrant approval by Full Council.   Current thinking 

is that the plan will be submitted to the December meeting of the council. 

The budget for 2020 will also need to be produced, in parallel, and then approved by council 

over the next few months. 

 

6. Ward Councillors’ Initiative 

A decision as to which group/s and/or projects/s the Parish Council recommends to be 

awarded monies under this scheme would be welcomed when it has been reached. 

 

 

7. Planning appeal 

As may already be aware, an appeal has been lodged against UDC’s refusal of permission for 

the erection of three detached houses with garaging on land south of Walden Road at 

Maple End (ref. UTT/18/3460/OP).  The appeal (ref. APP/C1570/W/19/3236516) will be 

determined on the basis of written representations. 

For your information, the appellants’ Statement of Case is available for inspection @ 

https://publicaccess.uttlesford.gov.uk/online-

applications/files/A58CD55B4B1C0A6EDBA92019D92217B2/pdf/UTT_18_3460_OP-APPEAL_-

_APPELLANTS_STATEMENT_OF_CASE-3273840.pdf 

and that of UDC is available for inspection @ 



https://publicaccess.uttlesford.gov.uk/online-

applications/files/EA6A073D834AA0080C8841C6C291207D/pdf/UTT_18_3460_OP-APPEAL_-

_LPA_STATEMENT_OF_CASE-3275411.pdf 

Should the council wish to make further representations to the Inspector it can do so by 

visiting  https://acp.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/ViewCase.aspx?caseid=3236516 .    You must, 

however, submit 3 copies by 8th November 2019.   If comments are submitted after the 

deadline, the Inspector will not normally look at them and they will be returned. 


